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OCTOBER COVER 


This month’s cover picture 


chosen as an example for those not 
yet initiated, that of a diver slowly 
diving 
grounds, face down, snorkel erect, 
knife in place, spear in readiness, fish 
look out. Submitted by Justus Meyer, 
diver unknown, photo by HIMMEL- 
REICH, Tel Aviv, Israel. For more Is- 
rael pictures and article see page 14. 


finning his way to the 


Photo copyright by Himmelreich. 
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Council Safety 
Director Reports 


By BILL WALKER 


Great strides have been made during recent 
months towards promoting safety in the sport 
of skin diving. The Council has played a 
great part in making this possible. A vast 
audience has been reached quickly through 
several television appearances, public gather- 
ings and newspapers articles. In all cases we 
have endeavored to impress upon the public 
that the sport of skin diving is as safe as any 
other providing those participating practice 
basic safety principles. We are endeavoring to 
induce the prospective skin diver into ap- 
proaching our sport in the following progres- 
sion for his own safety. 


A. Be sure you are physically fit to par- 
ticipate in this sport. 


B. Know how to swim well. If at all pos- 
sible take the Red Cross swimming, Senior 
Life Saving, and Water Safety Instructor 
courses. A thorough knowledge of first aid is 
also a valuable asset. 


C. A most excellent approach after learn- 
ing to swim well is to take the L.A. County 
Lifeguard course in Skin Diving Techniques 
for beginners and experienced divers. Novice 
unit divers especially should take this course 
before ever trying their units out. 


D. If the latter course is not convenient 
the following approach to skin diving should 


be taken. 


1. Never dive alone. Dive with a buddy. 
At least one of you should have some type of 
float. When one diver is down the other 
should be up and visa versa. Don’t, however, 
wander 500 yards apart. 


2. Start with very basic equipment. Too 
many divers are starting out with equipment 
far more complicated than they can safely 
handle. 


Remember this: It’s not the amount of 
equipment you have on that make a good 
diver, instead it’s how well you use that which 
you have. We recommend that a beginner be 
content for some time with a face plate, fins, 
snorkle tube, float and a pole spear. 


With the exception of the spear, he should 
learn to use this equipment in a pool before 
exposing himself to the ocean and its elements. 


3. Join an organized club or at least get 
the assistance of an experienced diver when 
first taking to the ocean. This practice should 
be continued until you are completely familiar 
with the ocean and its elements. 


{. Do not use any type of self contained 
breathing apparatus until you are an excellent 
swimmer and feel completely comfortable in 
the ocean and its elements, and only then 
under close experienced supervision. 


Commercials will make all sorts of claims 
as to the proficiency of their particular pro- 
duct. However, no matter how good their 
product is, if you yourself are unable to take 
care of yourself with just basic equipment 


your chances of survival in an emergency with 


a full rig are very slim. 

Above all do not attempt to build your « 
underwater breathing devices. Aircraft 
mand regulators were never intended for 
water use. There are numerous reasons 
converted aircraft regulators are obvious 
cide Rigs. 

5. Know and adhere to your own phys 
limitations. 

Remember when you gamble with safety 
bet your life. 

If safety in our sport is to prevail i 
necessary that some method of accumula 
and recording accident data be put into 
cient operation. A short time back suc 
recording agency was established. Fred Sw 
kovsky of the Long Beach Chapter of 
American National Red Cross undertook + 
job. He organized the Sport Diving Sa 
Committee and asked for our assistance. 7 
committee is primarily interested in gathe: 
facts which will prolong the life of skin 
ing and aid in reducing the rate of skin 
ing accidents. Any information gathered 
this committee will be kept confidential. 
leases will only be made when the Boar 
Directors approves. Two members of 
Board are also Council Directors. Informa 
recorded is valuable to you as skin divers 
cause as accidents reoccur they can be poit 
out to you in order that precautions can 
taken against their reoccurance. 


An example of this is the fact that some 
us, several years ago, felt weight belts witl 
a quick release buckle were possibly the c 
of several fatal accidents in our sport. 
cause of the instigation of this recording 
tem we now have documentary proof that 
is a definite fact. 

Near accidents are sometimes more valu 
to us than are the fatal ones. The obvi 
reason being that the near accident victim 
personally relay the facts and possible s 
tion regarding his particular situation. 


Another accident report told us of a 


gun that was left lying in the sun (fortunat 


the shaft had been removed). The hot 


caused the gas in the bottle to expand beyor 


the bottle’s normal capacity and it blew 
valve seats out. A diver seated nearby 
temporarily blinded by the blast. 

Other reports have proven that mechan 
failure of self contained breathing devices 


not been the cause of most of the unit divir 


accidents. Our biggest cause is the lack 


knowledge and skill with the equipment bei 


used. 


From this you can see where such informa- 


tion can be very beneficial to all of us 
will not be used as an implement against 
sport of Skin Diving. 


If your club does not receive several a 


dent forms in the mail please contact | 
Walker, Safety Director for the Council at 
address given below. If this program is 
work we must all cooperate. All unattac! 


divers contact myself or the Long Beach R 


Cross Sport Diving Safety Committee. 
Eventually I hope every club will have tl 
own Safety Director. He would be responsi 
for seeing that safety standards are upheld 
his individual club. He would also be 
sponsible for accumulating accident data 
turning it in to the council. The council, af 
deciding this data is complete, will forw 
the information on to the Red Cross. 
would take a Senior Life Saving Course, W: 


(Continued on Page 11) 
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(By request of The SKIN DIVER Magazine) 


of By HUGH BRADNER 


HUGH BRADNER emer- 
ges from the blue Pa- 
is cific after testing ‘Nep- 
tune’s Beard’, EDCO's 
developmental breath- 








ing unit. 
1S 
we 1 replying to the request for “Autobiog- iveness, and big “lobsters” all over the place flashed away, and I headed the 100 yards to 
Mery raphy of a Skin Diver’, I'm in somewhat of a Not another human the whole time we were the boat before they came back again. That 
. quandry; for I'm not a fish spearing diver. My there. Beautiful, fascinating wild world under- day we were using just snorkles. Sometimes I 
2 activities have been mainly building new gear water. But still cold! And no wonder, the used an oxygen rig or the now familiar surplus 
" artly for personal pleasure and partly to Scripps people tell me that we picked about demand regulator gear in a homemade aqua- 
” improve the things now available to skin the coldest water on the Pacific Coast south of lung. Neither was completely satisfactory; the 
divers Monterey! There is an up welling along Baja O2 unit was limited in depth, and the aqua- 
, California which makes the south side of the lung was cumbersome and heavy. 
- t¢ rocky points very cold. The current then ' 
g had been swimming and diving since the waits wes on ie calls i aaah es * - 
. of age of three, but my use of breathing apparatus re wage — :- pate ohage . va Back home I began working with other re- 
eing began in prewar graduate school days at Cal siidlesteahinitiie. tain dl aad ‘an'en Oe pein er searchers on improved apparatus: Warm foam 
Tech. when Earl Thomas and I put together ‘ , — é ’ rubber suits, modified faceplates mixed gas 
ria an oxygen rig out of a motorcycle innertube breathing gear, underwater lights, propulsion 
id a hand controlled needle valve, and an empty Then came the war, and I forgot about div- devices and underwater optics 
1€ coffee can soda-lime container. Not quite as ing while I worked on mines, explosives and 
haywire as that sounds; we did inquire from atom bombs. After the war a trip to the coral Some of these things have now been done 
CCI some physiologists about O2 poisoning; and lagoons of the Pacific re-awakened the thrill much better by other people: The Aerojet 
Bill we argued out the best position for the inner- of the ocean. Butterfly fish, the Moorish Idols Aquaped and Minisub, the Dratz and Ivanoff 
t and a proposed demand regulator. The the surgeon fish among green and magenta underwater camera lenses. Some of our things 
5 0 t worked very well, and we used it several and other varicolored corals. Killer clams, and have gotten to the point of use; the suits, an 
times off the deserted rocks at Palos Verdes, their small cousins with brilliant velvet man- underwater contact lens. Some problems such 
Red Balboa and Laguna. The water was cold, and tles were fine subjects for underwater pictures as the mixed gas breathing gear are still un- 
net too clear. Our underwater color photos The great lazy sharks wherever we dived. Out solved 
heir with a borrowed Contax in a football bladder there the islanders don’t fear sharks; men 
sible were fuzzy and milky so we decided to go scare the beasts away by boldly swimming And still the sea waits to show new raptures 
d in f.wn to Lower California for a long week- down, trying to catch them. It takes more than to the diver who can go deeper, longer, more 
€- € After looking at a map we chose the a casual pass at the creatures, as I discovered comfortably, who can see and photograph be- 
id scuth side of a rocky point (Punta Banda) one day when I clutched four prized helmet yond the range of twilight, who can advance 
af cer about 20 miles below Ensenada. Nothing there shells in my arms and watched a trio of big a little nearer the abilities of the fish. How 
vord bit a picturesque deserted fisherman's shack sharks circle beneath me. I tried a couple of can man travel faster, farther? How can he 
le b. a rocky inlet with clear water, abalone little dives, only to find them circling still see and navigate and communicate better? 
er cl mbing all over each other on every rock, big closer. Finally one deep dive, one real attempt Those are some of the most fascinating un- 
fish that stared at us with frightening attent- to catch the biggest one of the trio. They all solved problems of diving today. >= 
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Sponsored by Florida Skin Divers Association and the 
City of Key West in cooperation with and under the rules of 
the International Underwater Spearfishing Association 
Under Sanction of the A.A.U. 


Ist Place 281 Ibs. MIAMI BEACH TRITONS - Fred Pinder, Art Pinder, Don 
Pinder. 

Awards: Owen Churchill National Underwater Spearfishing Champion- 
ships—Perpetual Trophy and 3 replicas. Donated by Owen Churchill. 
Presentation made by A.A.U. Officials. 

Helms Athletic Foundation Medallions (3). Presentation made by 
Ralph N. Davis. 

2nd Place 213 Ibs. DOLPHINS - So. Calif. - 
Paul Hoss. 

Award: 2nd place Team Trophy. Donated by the City of Key West. 
Presentation made by A.A.U. Officials. 

3rd Place 2071/2 Ibs. DENIZENS OF THE DEEP. - Guantanamo, Cuba - 
J. A. Kropack, Ted Ahlberg, Earl Cavanaugh. 

Award: 3rd place Team Trophy, donated by the City of Key West. 
Presentation made by A.A.U. Officials. 

Individuc! Aggregate 96 Ibs. Donald Pinder, MIAMI BEACH TRITONS. 

Award: Individual Aggregate Award, donated by the Florida Waterbug. 
Presentation made by Dr. George F. Grisinger, Jr. 


Individual, Largest Single Catch 351. Ib. Nurse shark - Charles Blakeslee, 

- DOLPHINS. 
Award: Individual Award, donated by Aqua Divers Inc. 

Presentation made by Ed. Townsend 

4th Place 2041 Ibs. MUIRMEN - 1953 Nat. Champions - 
Wilcox, Franklin Hops 

5th Place 60 Ibs. BLACKFISH - New York - Ted Levchenko, Ken Simpson. 

6th Place 48 Ibs. ANN ARBOR AMPHIBIANS - Great Lakes Region, Michigan. 
Jerold H. White, Claude Creswell, George Mast. 

7th Place 47 Ibs. SEA OTTERS - Central Calif. - Jerry Bastian. 

A.A.U. Officials—Ed Townsend, John P. Masters, Dr. George F. Grisinger Jr. 
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Pat O'Malley, Chuck Blakeslee, 


Dick Jappe, Bill 








NATIONAL UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING CHAMPIONS — TRITONS — Don Pinder, Fred Pinder and Art Pinder. 





Special thanks is given to all competing Regional Champion Tears, 
Regional Associations and all cooperating organizations and individuals 
for their help in successfully staging the 1954 National Underwater Spear- 
fishing Championships. (Committees assisting National Championships) 
Harold J. Aycock, Publicity Director of the Florida Skin Divers Association 
& Past Pres. F.S.D.A., Walter R. Lohmann, Awards Committee, Miami Beach 
Tritons, Mermaids, Tampa Tridents, Neptune Club. (Boats) Jerry Dowling of 
Key Cudas, Key West, George Rogers, Chester L. Alexander, Hugo Barsenti, 
Ray Maloney, Paul Dammann, Robert C. Yoymans, People of Key West, 
Burton McNeely, Pres., F.S.D.A. Sponsor credit is given by the Dolphins & 
Muirmen of Calif. to the following organizations and individuals: Mr. Joe 
Bent of Swimaster Inc., Mr. Owen Churchill of Swim Fins Co., Voit Rubber 
Corp., Mr. Rene Bussoz of U. S. Divers Corp., Sharks Underwater Adventurers 
Club, Kelptomaniacs, K B & S Sporting Goods, Woodys Sporting Goor's, 
Helms Athletic Foundation, The Stuart Co., Sea-Net Mfg. Co., Long Beach 
Neptunes, Mels Aqua Shop, Herb Sampson, Terry Lewis. 


a 


The trip to Florida of Ralph Davis, Supervising Official for the National 
Underwater Spearfishing Championships, was made possible by the gen- 
erous contributions of the following organizations and individuals: Mr. Joe 
Bent of Swimaster Inc., Mr. Rene Bussoz of U. S. Divers Corp., Mr. Richord 
Kline of Healthways, Mr. Ed Bathke of Southern Calif. Trophy Co. Dr. Nelson 
E. Mathison, Helms Underwater Spearfishing Athlete of the Year. 


NATIONAL UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING CHAMPIONSHIPS COMM ('T- 
TEE OF THE 1.U.S.A. Fred Beitz, A.A.U.; Bill Schroeder, Helms Athletic 
Foundation; Braven Dyer Jr., Helms Athletic Foundation; Candida Dav's, 
1.U.S.A.; Owen Churchill, Trophy Donor; Dr. Paul De Bach, University of 
California; Ralph Davis, General Chairman. 
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The MUIRMEN weighing in their catch for the day, official Ed Townsend 
(white shirt) checks fish while Masters (hat) watches scales. Photo by Jordan 


Klein, Underwater Sports Inc. 
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on official 
diving 


Contestants 
boat enroute to 
area. 


Officials 

Davis, 

check map 
tion. 


Masters, 
and Townsend 
for loca- 


Second place winners— 

DOLPHINS—Pau! Hoss, 

Pat O'Malley, Chuck 
Blakeslee. 


Teams dispersing 
selected reefs. 


Third Place—DENIZENS 
OF THE DEEP—Cavan- 
augh, Alberg, Kropak. 


Triton member boats 
large hog-fish. 


Ed Townsend signals 
contest end. 


POT O'Malley relaxes 
after a long day. 
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Central California Un- 
derwater Spearfishing 
Champions, the SEA 
OTTERS. Roy Hattori, 
Bob Moore and Jerry 
Bastian. Sea Otters col- 
lected a total of 82- 
Ib., 4-0z. to win the 
first competition in this 
area. 


Historic Monterey Cy- 
press trees stand guard 
over Fanshell Beach on 
the scenic 17 - Mile 
Drive, Del Monte 
lodge was registration 
headquarters. Photo by 
Dan Toms, Looney 
Gooney. 


Underwater photogra- 

phy team of John Pos- 

kus and Wayne V. Dye 

filmed divers shooting 

fish throughout four- 

hour contest. Photo by 
Dan Toms. 


Del Monte Press Bureau 
Pebble Beach, California 


Held at Fanshell Beach, along the 17-M'|! 


Drive, Pebble Beach, Sunday, August 15, sp 
sored by Del Monte Properties Company and 
Monterey Peninsula Chamber of Commerce 
cooperation with and under the rules of 


International Underwater Spearfishing Ass«ci- 


ation and under the sanction of A.A.U. 


Ralph Davis, Los Angeles, president 
founder of the International Underwater Sp: 
fishing Association and general chairman of 
National Championships, on hand to offic 


David C. Campbell, San Jose, member of 


BARBS, chairman for the Central Califor ji 


Championships. 

Ist place club: SEA OTTERS (Monterey) to 
weight 82-lbs, 9-oz. Team members: Roy Hat 
ri, Monterey; Bob Moore, San Jose; and Je 
Bastian, Oxnard (Fort Ord). Largest team cc 
in history of International Underwater Spe 
fishing. 

2nd place club: SACRAMENTO SKIN DIVE 
total weight 33-lbs, 8-oz. Team memb 
William A. Erven, Dick Hardie and Cha 
Dent. 

3rd place club: BARBS (San Jose) 21-!bs 
oz. Team members: Carl Stearns, Stu Brolli 
Bud Rouse. 

Largest individual fish: 16-lbs, 8-0z. cabe 
speared by Bob Moore of Sea Otters. This is 
largest known fish taken in any Pacific Cc 
championship and possibly is a world record 

Largest aggregate weight for individual f 
erman: 38-lbs, 4-oz. Jerry Bastian (Sea Otte 

Other standings: AQUA KNIGHTS (San / 
teo) 18-lbs, 4 oz. Team members: Edward ¢ 
endo, Doug Williams and Joseph Moroney. 

OAKLAND EELS, 15-lbs, 10-oz. Team m 
bers: Ray Bridges, John Tease, George Ball. 

SEA FARERS (San Francisco), 10-lbs, 14 
Team members: William Nelson, Duke Glase 
and James Perryman. 

MARIN SKIN DIVERS (Marin County), 10 
13-0z.: David Thomas, Charles Michel 
Charles Thrall. 

PACIFIC GROVE LOONEY GOONEYS (Mo: 
rey), 6-lbs.: Garreth Shaw, Lester Waddell 
De Loss Marsh. 

NORTH COAST GHOSTS (Hollister): 4-l!bs 


oz.: Joe Van Epps, Harry Britten and Herma 


Hatt. 

SAN FRANCISCO DIVING CLUB. 3-lbs, 12 
Richard Shankel, Willis Poe and George f 
manek. 


MONTEREY BOAT CLUB. 1-lb, 10-0z. Ange! 


De Maria, Bert Colletto and Vincent Crivello 


Types of fish speared: cabezon, ling c 
rock cod, sea trout, rainbow perch, rubt 


mouth perch, and blue perch. A large wolf « 


was speared as well as another eel, but th 
are not eligible (not a sporting fish). 


Largest individual aggregate scores: (1) Jerr 


Bastian, Sea Otters, 38 lIbs., 4 oz.; (2) & 


Moore, Sea Otters, 23 Ibs. 12 oz.; (3) Dic 


Hardie, Sacramento Skin Divers, 21 Ibs., 3 « 
(4) Roy Hattori, Sea Otters, 20 Ibs., 9 
(5) John Tease, Oakland Eels, 14 Ibs, 14 
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Around 1,000 spectators turned out. Beauti- 


ful day, fine water, good fishing. 


Doug Williams (AQUA KNIGHTS) stayed 
the water for 3 hrs., 40 min., while Bob Mo 
(SEA OTTERS) whose cabezon won the individ 
weight contest, stayed out 3 hrs., 45 n 
Most of the other divers came in and out 
the water a number of times during the 4 |! 
period. Moore speared his winning fish 
about 15 feet of water. Some divers went 
45-60 feet for their catches. They swam ii 
mile area from Fanshell Beach, Rough wat 
windy, but no casualties. > 
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2—Chairman Erwin Ernst, L. |. Dolphins 
aring the local waters of Point Judith, in prepara- 
ion for the East Coast Underwater Spearfishing Cham- 
pionships. 


nter—The official boat Yankee with an eager con- 
tingent . . . racing out to the middle jetty. 


Bc ttom—Long Island Dolphins president and team 

member, Joe Wetzel, checking before the start of the 

contest. Above photos by Hal Reiff, 233 E. 34th St., 
New York 16. 


WINNING team of the 
East Coast Underwater 
Spearfishing Champion- 
ships, New York Black- 
fish, left to right, tke 
Siskind, Ted Levchenko 
and Ken Simpson. The 
Blackfish won with 146 
points. Photo by Hal 
Reiff. 


RESULTS 


August 22, 1954 

Point Judith, Rhode Island 

Sponsors: Long Island Dolphins 
Hosts: Rhode Island Spearfishing Club 


Judges: Gustav Dalla Valle, Bob 
Heirson and Bill Jacobs. 


Weighmaster: Roy Keiser; Assistant, 
John Gilson. 


Chairman: Erwin Ernst. 


Under sanction of the 1|.U.S.A. and 
A.A.U. 


Place Points 


1—NEW YORK BLACKFISH 

2—American Porpoises 

3—Rhode Island Spearfishing Club 

4—Long Island Dolphins 

5—tLong Island Sand Fleas . 

6—Long Island Cudas aoe 

7—North Shore Spearfishing Club 

8—tLong Island Underwater Adv. .......... : 

9—Coast of Maine Neptunes ................ 

10—Suffolk Underwater Club _................. 
Sea Rovers of Boston ................. 
Stamford Sea Strikers ..... 


Top—SECOND PLACE American Porpoises dressing for 
the meet. 


Bottom—Long Island Sand Fleas head out for the fish 
. » » to win fifth place with 86 points. Photos by Hal 
eiff. 
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he bo 
over th 
WORLDS’ RECORD DRIVE 
It w 
ac omy 
keep 4 
would 
d »p 
By RORY E. PAGE at the 
in the 
j 
ws to 
a ‘evel 
oO ,> < pi 3S, 
n Sunday, the 22nd of August, 1954, at 
Avalon Bay, Catalina, a new world’s record ea 
for women was established by Rosalia Parry, wus the 
(Zale to her friends.) The new record of 209 Just 
feet exceeds the old record set by Esther Lo- in the 
renz at Avalon Bay this year by 24 feet. oe ovr on 
t Be P in pre} 
Zale is associated with the ‘Scientific Under- 4” 2 ' 2 te 
water Research Enterprises, (SURE). This pes 
company newly formed has a very competent Porry 
and experienced diving team of which Zale is ine i 
a member. This team is composed of engineers, ey 
geologists, scientists, ichthyologists, water 
sports experts and plain old deep sea divers — 
This is, in my opinion, the best group of this * 
type to have been formed thus far. It is the | 
aim of this group to found and develop into — Fn ‘ittiog). A 
practicality, a sort of underwriters approval for Zale Parry, Ens. John saw 
underwater equipment. They will test, prove — a ~—_ fron 
and submit redesigns for products which are Streate ond “Cap” x , Stuc 
placed on the market for sale to the consumer. Perkins. - ‘ 
They will be able to furnish manufacturers > ; 4 
with information that practical tests and an- ~ - j 
alysis by people who are not only qualified to as 
dive, but who have the technical range to sug- 
gest practical redesign, so the product can be i wet 
made safe before a user looses his life finding and my 
out and still maybe never discovering the ; ; ming tt 
weakness or error structor for the Red Cross, and a terrific lung 165 feet. We were preparing and coordinating ; 
diver. signals and methods to be used. We were also rhe 
It is my pleasure to relate in this article, With regards to our equipment, I would smiling and making crazy signs about € “hdr 
information about only one of this fine groups’ like to thank Rene Bussoz, President of U. S. slight narcosis which all of us excepting Zale . t fa 
experiences, of which I am proud to say I am Divers Corporation, who are makers of the were feeling. Actually, we had planned to sands 
also a member. The rest of the team members famed Aqua-Lung. Mr. Bussoz furnished us make several such dives, each a little deeper rwregy 
employed on this occasion, beside myself, were with all the equipment we desired and directed than the last until the record dive was mace. ean 
Parry Bivens, research engineer; Phil Jackson, Sam Lecocq, one of his top men, to see that However, everything went so smoothly and equaliz 
geologist and captain of the vessel “Weasel”, our equipment was in first class shape. The the equipment worked so well, that Sunday at sass 
which was used on the research dive; “Cap” Aqua-Lung regulator and tank with the addi- the last minute, Zale decided to try for the eer 
Perkins, underwater specialist, and Paul tion of the Hope-Page non-return mouthpiece record. The 
Streate, diver extraordinary worked to perfection. No one on the team Gathering together Carl Bailey, who is ) grees é 
Zale Parry is a 21-year-old, 5 foot 2 inch, suffered any kind of equipment trouble at any Big of KBIG radio fame, Ensign John Stein level 
Rit ite Eiken wines eek tienes ac; time during the entire dive. We all owe Mr. of the U.S. Coast Guard and Bill Gressman, n irly 
ecutive who is very easy to look at, above or Bussoz a vote of thanks for the help he has eeertarepogs of Avalon as WERESSES, 85 PrO- foot le 
below the water. She also is just as modest as aiden ceeded. W hile Parry, Phil and myself prepat li tle d 
she is pretty and is, aside from her business Saturday, the 21st, the day before the record the diving course, wars and decompression, a : ro 
capacity, a swimming and water safety in- dive, the entire team made a practice dive to Witnesses were sent for by companion boa et . 
350 FOOT DIVE MADE On ; 
PLILLLLOLOLDLLOLDOLDLDOLODLOLOLODDODDODOLOLOL LDL DDD S Sunday, Sept. 12, Catalina, Calif. — Z.le w 
John Clark-Samazan successfully com- with th 
C Cc pleted a 350-foot aqua-lung dive to Phil pi 
am e r a a S e Ss what is described as hopeless blackness below | 
off Casino Point. On the boat to verify 
BOLEX — LEICA —~ HOLIDAY his feat was Dan Callan, president of the eae 
$29 95 up — SEND FOR FREE LITERATURE Catalina Chamber of Commerce and res- hey 
. ident manager of the radio Station, degrees, 
Uu - ¢ gy KBIG. Clark-Samazan used a triple tank al rut ] 
nderwater ports, nc. unit containing oxygen and helium, the proximé 
Formerly Marineland, Inc. total diving time was 90 minutes, most and 31 
: 2219 BISCAYNE BLVD. PHONE 3-7966 MIAMI, FLORIDA oe ig Boge cong tooo. a ees 
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Phil moved the “Weasel” out into deeper 
water while the remaining team members pre- 
pared the diving equipment. Parry lowered the 
diving line and things were beginning to take 
ipe fast. When the witnesses arrived, the 
diving line was pulled up and examined by 
them, and after fastening the plastic slate to 
the bottom of the diving line, it was again put 
yer the side. The team then began to prepare 
hemselves to dive. 
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{t was decided that Parry and Phil would 
accompany Zale to the bottom. Parry would 
keep a constant vigilance on Zale and Phil 

uld guide the two to the bottom. We would 

p “Cap” at the 100 foot level and Paul 
t the 150 foot level with an extra Aqua-Lung 
in the event anyone ran into any trouble. | 
s to act as safety man, not descending below 
evel where I would be required to decom- 
press, in case I had to ascend in a hurry to 
ure other equipment or help. This, then, 
wus the diving plan. 


ie no Oe | 


® 


y 
- 


Just before the dive, Zale was lying down 
in the cabin resting. At zero hour she came 
ovr on deck and joined the rest of the team 
in preparing herself for the dive. Zale wore a 
sv imming suit, a suit of long underwear, three 
sweaters and a two-piece dry rubber suit 
Perry wore swimming trunks and a suit of 
long underwear under his two-piece dry rub- 
suit. Phil and Paul both wore trunks and 


¥ 





IS THIS THE BOTTOM? 


An item that may interest you. | just 
saw a note in the paper that two men 
from the Paris Center for Submarine 
Study, Dr. Jacques Gaucher and Dr. Hen- 
ri Chennevee made an aqua-lung dive 
to 130 meters (425 ft.) in the Gulf of 
St. Florent, September 2, 1954. 


HUGH BRADNER, Switzerland 











wet type rubber suit and hood. Both Cap 
1 myself wore only sweat shirts and swim- 
ng trunks. 


rhe entire team then donned their breathing 

varatus! At 3:00 P.M. I went over the side 

t followed by Cap and Paul, then Phil, 
arry and Zale. We assembled at the top and 
rted the dive immediately. Everyone went 
ht down without any trouble or delay in 
ializing their ears. Parry and Zale allowed 
ter to enter their rubber suits as we were 
scending. 


Con DF ss DP 


rhe water temperature on top was 68 de- 
grces and before we reached the 100 foot 
level, the water temperature had dropped 
itly 16 degrees. As we left Cap at the 100 
foot level, the water was beginning to get a 
little dark. The team then dropped me off at 
the 130 foot level. I watched them as they 
kept descending. As soon as I saw them leave 
ul at the 150 foot level, I started ascending. 
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On arriving at the bottom, Parry watched 
le while she signed her name on the slate 
th the red crayon she had brought with her. 
Phil picked up a couple of star fish directly 
below the guide line, then they started their 
ascent. 


N 


s 


Chey reported the bottom temperature at 50 


degrees, an 18 degree drop. Visibility was 
about like a dimly lit room. It had taken ap- 
proximately 21/, minutes to make the descent, 


and 314 minutes to ascend to the first decom- 
ssion stage. 


As soon as I broke the surface from my 
ascent, I was handed the oxygen bottle which 
was to be used in the second stage of decom- 
pression. I descended again to the 33 foot 
level, which was the first decompression stage. 
I had no more than arrived at this level when 
the remainder of the team joined me from 
below. Zale wrote on a slate that she was OK 
but cold. We were all trying to talk with our 
hands and eyes. Zale indicated that she didn't 
need the oxygen, so I took it and the spare 
tank to the surface. 


When I returned to the second decompres- 
sion stage, Cap was standing on his head 





HAZARD 


The SKIN DIVER Magazine is publish- 
ing these deep diving notices and reports 
only as public information and for their 
educational benefits to those contemp- 
lating attempting record dives. We do not 
sponsor or encourage these dives and 
will publish notices only after the dives 
have been successfully completed. The 
magazine believes the safe depth for the 
AVERAGE lung diver is fifty (50) feet. 
Deeper dives can and will be made safe- 
ly, but by experts . . . those who have 
had the experience and know what they 
are doing. 











waiting, with his leg wrapped around the 
guide line. Paul was laid straight out with 
hands behind his head as if he were lying on 
a nice featherbed. Parry and Phil were both 
crowded around Zale trying to talk to her, via 
hand motions. Meanwhile, I cruised around to 
see that they were all OK. 


When decompression was over, Cap and I 
were the first out of the water, followed by 
Paul and Phil, then came Zale, with Parry 
last. Everyone was cold, elated and excited. 
The dive was complete and a new record set. 
The total time underwater was 23 minutes. 
Zale had a big satisfied grin on her face and 
then a laugh and a wave for everyone. The 
dive had gone off like clockwork. Everyone 
had done a perfect job and everyone had done 
just as he was expected to do. 


The group, excepting Zale, experienced 
slight nitrogen narcosis from 160 feet down. 
We are all very interested in this problem 
and we are preparing to do extensive research 
to try and analyze it more thoroughly. We 
intend to prepare a technical paper on the 
subject of nitrogen narcosis since we can't find 
enough subject matter, giving a good true 
picture of what happens. 


The group is now making extensive prep- 
arations to make an attempt at setting a new 
men’s world free diving record. Parry Bivens 
is doing some very technical research on diving 
with helium, while the entire team is making 
weekly deep dives at Avalon Bay, Catalina, to 
help them condition their bodies and systems 
to extreme depths. It is also necessary to 
practice varied emergency procedures as well 
as planned diving procedures. So far, we have 
made only a few dives. The deepest dive we 
have made thus far, experimenting with hel- 
ium, has been to 100 feet. This short dive re- 
quired 10 minutes of decompression at 50 
feet with pure oxygen. 

We are all confident we will be able to set 
a new world’s record for men very safely, in 
the not too distant future. >» 





SKIN DIVING JAMBOREE—Marineland of the Pacific, 

August 15. Top photo: Contest winner Ron Church dis- 

plays his 51/2-lb. Cabezone and the Wefco rubber suit, 
first prize. Photo by John Carroll. 


Center picture is looking at Marineland from the dis- 

play pier, crowds of people watched a water ski 

show, Father Neptune (Terry Lewis), the monster (Jer- 

ry Thomas, Jr.), a Rose Marie Reid bathing suit show 

and ate dinner during the day-long festivities put on 
by the Council of Diving Clubs. 


Bottom photo—Jamboree participants watching Mar- 
ineland curator feeding porpoise. Photos by Ron 

















Church. 
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SKIN DIVING DERBY 
September thru 
October, 1954 
All of California 
from Oregon border to Mexico | 
including Coronado Islands 
Buy tickets from any | 
Council of Diving Clubs Member | 
$1.25 
. = —Z 
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In spite of all our careful planning, it was 
almost 2:30 before the final spot was selected 


and we began to transfer personal gear to the 
ketch “Vagabond” from the cruiser 
Royals’. While Fisher was donning his neo- 
prene suit, the ketch was allowed to drift 
about 100 yards downstream from the camp- 


Three 


site, and the anchor was securely wedged in 
the coral. Everyone was so busy taking care 
of their various duties that when Fisher ap- 
peared at slightly past 3 P.M., there were only 
four people at the ladder to wish him bon 


voyage 


Fisher disappeared beneath the surface at 
3:08 and, with his first safety man, Paul 
Arnold, proceeded to make his way to the 
campsite. He carried all of his own gear, his 
knapsack filled with his various tools, candy- 
bars, extra heads for his spearguns and so 
forth. Arnold was actually more an interested 
observer than an assistant. The camp was 
immediately set up on the bottom, in a small 
nook in the reef about 15 feet in diameter. In 
minutes, the two photographers, Jerry Green- 
berg and Peter Stackpole of Life Magazine, 
were snapping film in an effort to record all 
of the preliminaries of Fisher endeavoring to 
set up some sort of home like camp 


The wondrous knapsack was opened and 
immediately fastened to the base of the reef 
so that it was easily accessible. It soon became 
OCTOBER — 
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MARATHON diver Ed 
Fisher kills time by 
avtographing brain 
coral during his 24 
hour stey on the ocean 
bottom. Photo by Jerry 
Greenberg. 


apparent that there was very little that Fisher 
had missed in his attempt to provide every- 
thing that he could possibly need for his stay 
beneath the surface. Coils of wire, cutting 
flashlight, aspirin tablets, shark  re- 
pellent, several coils of clothesline, even a 
mousetrap. A large inner tube was fastened in 
four places to bits of coral and inflated by the 
CO2 gun. This floated about six feet above 
the coral and made quite a bed. 


pliers, 


Those on the surface had not stopped work- 
ing because Fisher had gone down. Within 
minutes of the time the first rolls of film had 
appeared, they were on a fast boat bound for 
Rock Harbor, for the various news services in 
Miami, while another portion of the crew 
readied the large 300 cubic foot tanks which 
were to act as Fisher's night air supply. Three 
of these large tanks were attached to a 30 foot 
hose and through a specially rigged regulator 
on board, with appropriate straps so that he 
was free to move around and yet it was un- 
necessary to exert himself too much in chang- 
ing tanks. As it worked out, he spent less 
than an hour on these large tanks, his safety 
crew using them most since there was a dis- 
tinct rubbery taste in the air, due to the long 
hose, and we were afraid that he might be- 
come ill through prolonged breathing. 


As it grew darker, the night light was 
brought down. A 21 gallon jug with six 


large batteries inside attached to a small bi 
was weighted on the bottom so it would ri 
about 4 feet off the sandy bottom. It had 
very nice green shade attached to the top, 
it threw a circle of light about 15 feet 
diameter, dim, but effective. All night lor 
small fish and tiny transparent shrimp das! 
around the light like insects on a street corn 
It seems that there was hardly a minute 
his time that he hadn't planned in advar 
exactly what he was going to do. 


At about five in the evening, he carefu 
drew a map of his campsite, the direction 
the reef, and took off with his speargun 
find his dinner. He got a small hog snap; 
which he scaled and filleted and then { 
ceeded to eat several strips of the fle 
Tasteless’, was the only comment. Ni; 
passed uneventfully, with the exception of t 
one instance where he failed to remove t 
plug from his mouthpiece while changi 
tanks, and had to swap off with his safety n 
until the trouble was rectified. 


As the night progressed he became sligh 
chilled and at times had to get up and m¢ 
around, swimming back and forth within t 
circle of light, and trying to work some 
the kinks out. On the whole, he stayed ratl 
close to the campsite. 


Even though the stars made it quite brigh 


above the surface, it was very difficult to 
below without a flashlight, as you seem 


have no sense of perspective below the wat 


in the dark, and tend to run into things. D 
ing the early morning, the safety man noti 
a medium-sized shark cruise through the cit 
of light, but it did not return; and that » 
the only fish of any size in evidence duri 
the whole night. At about 8 in the mornir 
he wrote a note to the safety man, saying tl 
he did not believe he could last more than « 
more hour with safety 


On being informed of this, the photogra} 
ers went over the side in great haste, a 
proceeded to snap pictures at a great ra 
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‘isher was very logy at first, but it seemed 
hat, in his attempts to cooperate with the 


photographers, he began to feel better and, 
by 10 o'clock, seemed to think he could last 
until noon. On the surface, the radiophone of 
the Three Royals had been hot since 7 o'clock 
in the morning with the news services at- 
tempting to get more detail. The Miami Daily 
News reporter was in the water almost con- 
tinually from 8:00 in the morning until Fisher 
come up. 

By noon, he seemed to have come around 
pretty well and began to amuse himself filling 
toy balloons from small CO2 cartridges, mak- 
ir sketches in his sketchbook and drinking 
witer. By this time, it seemed that there was 


someone bringing him water continually, as 
dry air was apparently beginning to have 
effects. By two o'clock, 
would make the 24-hour 


it was evident that 
nark, and a lead 
itline was lowered over the side to a 10-foot 


-_ o- 


th, for his decompression. Even though it 
s agreed that decompression was not nec- 
€: ary, 15-min- 
period at 10 feet, to be on the safe side 


we felt it best to go through a 


At 2:45, 
{ swam slowly down the drift to the anchor 


Fisher moved out of the campsite 


where he remained for a few 


there to the 


c:.4in, 


minutes 
shotline. At 3:02, he 
it word that his watch showed five minutes 
‘t three, and please check our 
tches. His watch three minutes fast 
1 we sent down our checking watch fron 
that. At ten 
st three, 24 hours and two minutes from the 
e he first went below the surface, Ed Fish 
s head appeared at the foot of the laddet 
on deck 


from 


would we 
was 
could use 


we so he minutes 


1 he slowly made his way 


It was a gruelling test, not only for the men 
olved, but for the equipment. Of the eight 
zulators brought aboard for 


the dive, the 
ses on two were damaged almost immed 
ely, which left only six to be 


used by 


Fisher, safety men and photographers. Over 
60 tanks of air were consumed, plus another 
0 cubic feet used from the three large 
bottles. 
Every spearfisherman knows that the deck 


is littered with equipment and, even the best 
orts of the watch on deck failed to avoid 
ne confusion, what with seven divers, two 
otographers and a reporter in and out of 
water almost continually. Even though we 
re aboard over 24 hours, with no sleep, 
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COUNCIL SAFETY 


(Continued from Page 2) 


Safety Instructor's Course and the L.A. County 
Life Guards Skin Diving and Unit Technique 
Courses. He would also get first aid as applied 
to skin diving accidents. Any person qualifying 


for this position in any club not only will 
make a more valuable member but will be 
greatly respected by other groups 

Please send me the names of any member 


in your club that you feel is capable of com- 
pleting a course of this type. (All instruction 
could be given during the evenings and you 
diving time.) 


wouldn't lose any 


into eftective 


to curb accidents in our 


If we can put operation an 


educational progran 


sport more than half our battle would be 
won. We will not only gain much_ higher 
respect from the public, but also will en- 
courage even more followers to our great 
sport of Skin Diving. The County guards are 
to be commended for their excellent efforts 
towards providing logical Skin Diving and 
Unit Diving Safety Education. The lack 


properly trained skin divers at the present time 


is the greatest hazard our sport faces 


lhe California Council of Diving Clubs has 
completed a Skin Diving Safety Sug- 


Handbook. It will be most helpful to 
The price of this handbook 1s $.50 


recently 
gestion 
any diver 

Direct all inquiries to Bill Walker, Safety 
Director, California Council of Diving Clubs 
352 Smith Street, Long Beach, California. >» 
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Oceanic Research 
Associates 


have now opened up an office on the North- 
Eastern coast. All shallow water diving sub- 
jects will be covered by the Deep Sea Digest 
and/or through personal requests, as: 
Announcing the production of new equipment 
Testing and evaluating new equipment 

Instruction and testing of underwater sports 
Announcing publication of books, magazines 

and articles on sub-marinal life 
Publicizing club activities and organizations 

Write to: 
Stephan Tjaarda, Director 


NORTH-EASTERN DIVISION 











. pe i ent off very smoothly, with no ED FISHER during his underwater vigil makes notes on Oceanic Research Assoc. 
conflict, and everyone in the best of spirits his reactions in the top photo (flash). Bottom picture . 
conti lly : shows Fisher arranging his equipment on the coral. 315 Pearl Street Hartford, Connecticut | 
annually The dive was made to test the new DivAir regulator. .. of 
Pictures by underwater photographer Jerry Greenberg. 
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Powerful New CO2 
Cartridge Type Gun 





@ ¥,"’ solid steel shaft 
@ Positive safety 
@ Automatic line release 


Ask your Dealer to show you 
the Western Jet 
or order from 


WESTERN TOOL & SALES 
P.O. Box 743, Westminster, California 














WESTERN JET 


} 


19." 


The Only Gun that is 
Guaranteed for its life 


@® Out-shoots, 
all rubber 


out-kills 
type guns 


@ Hardened detachable Sabre head 
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CALIFORNIA 


REEF RAIDERS 
By N. S. SMITH 


The Reef Raiders were dormant during the 
months of June and July due to some repairs 
that were being done to our 376° yacht (The 
USS McDermut) in Vallejo. The diving was re- 
stricted to a pond at a golf course where Wes 
Wise and Al Stark salvaged golf balls. Wes 
was saying that the balls didn't put up much 
fight when speared but they were delicious 
eating. 

The month of August put a few of us back 
on the route to Catalina. When we first board 
ed Marty's “‘Maray’’ we were greeted with 
You should see all the Black Sea Bass that 
have been parading around the Island.’ The 
only ones we have seen were the pictures of 
Ron Merker’s monsters A moment of silent 
prayer for Ron. He's in the Army now. However, 
even though no Black Sea Bass have been sight 
ed, fishing has been very good for Bull Bass 
and Sheepshead. Sept. 12 Wes tagged a 19-Ib. 
10 oz. Sheepshead and the day before | picked 
up an 8-lb. 7-oz. Bull Bass. Three weeks ago 
around the West end of Catalina | got a 9-lb. 
6-0z. Bull Bass. 

Under saddest tales of the month dept. comes 
the story entitled “Bull Bass, Norm Smith, de- 
tachable head, and White Sea Bass.’ It seems 
that Norm Smith was finning his way through 
the kelp when he was confronted by a 6-lb 
Bull Bass which he quickly speared with his 
new detachable head. (Also new was his 150 
ft. line pack with CO2 float). This detachable 
head had a very tenacious grip on said bass 
so stubborn in fact that Mr. Smith was swim 
ming back to the boat to disengage it. On his 
way he spied another bull bass, so he stopped 
again, trying to remove the head, when lo and 
behold the villian enters the picture, a mon 
strous White Sea Bass which leisurely swims up 


and makes a slow, tight circle around Mr 
Smith and makes his slow exit from scene. Mr 
Smith was left holding the bull bass, so to 
speak. 





ZALE PARRY receives her congratulations from Coast 
Guard official upon completion of the new women's 


deep-dive record. 















qQrerrnr LHPLLEBLALELLLLLBS 
: FIRST WITH CANADIANS 
RUBBER SEALSUIT....... $ 59.95 


FOAMRUBBER SUIT....... 99.95 
CONSTANTE VOLUME SUIT . 245.00 
AQUA LUNG 1 Hour...... 165.00 
AQUA LUNG % Hour..... 144.00 


CHAMPION MASK ....... 2.95 
ARBALETE SPEARGUN Std... . 


AIR COMPRESSORS, FINS, MASKS, 
LUNG REPAIRS, SNORKELS, MASKHOODS 


PARTS for all Equipment. Cameracasings 
Complete Line of Spearfishing Equipment 
Made and Distributed in Canada by: 


INTERNATIONAL TRADES 


i vr ‘ < LEEKEKK 
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CLUBS 
(OF CALIFORNIA) 


MEETING 
OCTOBER 12 
& 


DECEMBER 15 


DERBY 
PRESENTATION DANCE 
Nov. 13th—8:00 P.M. 


McCulloch Motors Auditorium 
6101 West Century, Los Angeles 
8:00 P.M. 
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To validate this story Doug Burton, Marty's 1522 Sherbrooke West * Montreal 
new assistant, proceeded to swim out and Underwater Hdqs. for the Canadians Contestant Gary Shaw, Looney Gooney, being drain 
bounce a spear of the W.S.B. head. Another Canadian Dealer Enquiries Invited. of water after ripping 10-inch rip in his rubber su't. 
sad tale Central Calif. Underwater Spearfishing Championship 
FLIPLILLELALLOLLLLD SE Photo by Dan Toms. 
t] 
Let’s Report 
a ee 


“Jo, 





WALL ST. AT” HERSCHEL 


SKIN DIVERS HEADQUARTERS 
for San Diego County 


way 





SPORTSGEAR FOR LAND & SEA 








~ > sa RUBBER SUITS 





BILL TOWLE 





AQUA-LUNG SALES - SERVICE - REFILLS 
& INSTRUCTION 


pier, ® Balsa & Fibreglass Surfboards 


LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 


‘Home of the La Jolla Skinsters’’ 


KENCO 


MASKS @ FINS @ GUNS 





GLencourt 4-3607 
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The SKIN DIVER invites all divers 
through-out the world to keep us posted 
on the many diving areas. The Magazine 
depends on the divers themselves to keep 
it informed. If your area is neglected in 
the news—correct that difficulty your- 
self. Be a self-appointed publicity man. 
Keep The SKIN DIVER up to date on 
your diving activities. 








Fabulous 
CORONADO ISLANDS 
Diving Trips 
Lobster, Jewfish, Sea Bass 
On the 42’ Diesel Sportfisher 


“HELEN V”’ 


Leaves every Sat. & Sun. at 6 a.m. from 

Oct. Ist to Feb. 31st, 1955. Municipal Sport 

fishing Pier, foot of Fenlon St., San Diego 

Calif. $6.50 per person. 

Open for Charter — 10 or less for $65.00. 
$6.50 each over 10 persons, 20 limit. 


Call AC 3-7018 - Chuck Gillam 





Coffee, drinks, bunks, experienced skipper 
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DERBY PRIZE LIST 
FOR 1954 


COUNCIL OF DIVING CLUBS 
352 Smith St., Long Beach, California 


The prizes for the 1954 Skin Diving Derby 
ive not been placed in their categories as yet, 
st keep in mind that all prizes will be award- 

in order of their retail value. Prizes and 
ynors are as follows 


U. S. DIVERS, one Junior Aqua-Lung and one 
Arbalete; WATERWEAR CO., one La Jolla Wet 
Suit and 25 dollars in cash; ROSE MARIE REID, 
one Glamour Bathing Suit (size 12 only), one 
Icdies suit and six beach towels; WEFCO CO., 
one full suit, one hood and mask and one pair 
rubber socks; BEL-AQUA WATER SPORTS, one 
full suit; JERRY'S DIVING EQUIPMENT, $25.00 
g ft certificate; CATALINA EQUIPMENT CO., one 
pair “‘Comet’’ water skis; THE DANIEL’'S PHO- 
TIGRAPHERS, 3 - $10.00 picture orders; MEL’S 
AQUA SHOP, $25.00 gift certificate. 


DIVERS SUPPLY, one sport diver lung; KERR'S 
C® SANTA MONICA, one Brownie holiday under- 
water camera and case; JANTZEN KNITTING 
NALLS, two men's bathing suits and two ladies 
bathing suits; PANAMCO SALES, Neptune CO2 
Cun, and one Arbalete; HOPE-PAGE ENG. CORP., 
é-non-return valves; HEALTHWAYS, one P. M. 3 
nask, one P. M. 3R mask, 3 pairs W. F. 8N 
fins, one A. K. 5-OG oval glass lens mask, one 
A. K. 5-RG RD. glass lens mask, 3- M2G aqua 
pro mask, one Honolulu swim pipe, one A*3 
rubber covered flashlight, 3 Aqua Champ Snor- 
kels and 2 pairs F*2 swim fins; CRESSI PROD- 
-TS (DONATED BY HEALTHWAYS), one Capri 
orkel, one pair Rondine fins, one Torpedine 
ring gun, one Ostrica S*1 mask 


GLOBE TROTTERS TRAVEL AGENCY, 2 round- 
trip tickets to Catalina via United Airlines; VOIT 
UBBER CO., 6-pair flippers, and 6 face masks; 

L. DAVIS CO., one Albatross spring gun; 
CHARTER BOAT ‘‘MARAY"’, 10 trips to Catalina 
2 $6.00; PRODON-FOOTE SPORTING GOODS, 
cne spinning rod and reel; DOLPHIN MANUFAC- 
TURING CO., one rubber suit; TEX'S SPORTING 
GOODS, one tarpon gun; WYLIES SPORTING 
OODS, $25.00 gift certificate; CHARTER BOAT 
HERBIE TOO", Club with most winners gets 
free charter trip for 20 members; CANOGA 
CORP., Aqua-Bo; SUIT YOURSELF, Full Suit Kit; 
nd Pole Gun. 


Additional official checking stations not list- 
ed on the back of your Derby Ticket are: Otami 
sh Market, Oxnard, Calif., and Seal's, 1916 
Newport Blvd., Costa Mesa, Calif. 


The prizes won in this 1954 Derby will be 
warded to the winners at the Derby Presenta- 
tion Dance, November 13, 1954, to be held at 
ve McCulloch Motors Hall, 6101 West Century, 
29s Angeles. Your Derby Ticket will admit one 
ouple. Prizes not given to Derby winners will 
be awarded as door prizes. 


A DESCO lung and a Torpedo gun will be 
iven in that order to the people selling the 
most Jamboree and Derby tickets. 
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THE BEACHCOMBERS 
By JOHN E. FRIARS 


Recent club investments have proved both 
worthwhile and interesting to group member- 
ship. The Beachcombers last month hired a 
commercial artist to design both a letterhead 
and a membership card. The new, two-color 
membership cards are now being distributed to 
all paid-up members, and the letterhead al- 
ready is being employed for club business 
letters. Another recent investment was the pur- 
chase of a mimeograph machine. Previously 
club notices have been duplicated on a ‘‘catch- 
as-catch-can"’ basis wherever ditto or mimeo- 
graph facilities could be found. Now owning its 
own machine the club feels that it is well set 
up to handle not only meeting notices, but club 
trip notices, membership news, etc. 


Club secretary Tod Melbourne, a Canadian 
Army officer stationed in Seattle, has been 
transferred back to Canadian territory. His term 
of office will be filled by Margaret Wolff who 
was elected at the September meeting. Tod 
was a gadget man ‘'par-excellence’’ at every- 
thing from installing outboard motors on life 
rafts, to putting leaky face plates in old broken 
masks. His presence will be sadly missed among 
the group. Margaret Wolff, however, is no 
stranger to the club, being the wife of one of 
the more enthusiastic divers, Rod Wolff. (Not 
to be confused with vice-president Frank Wolff 
and his wife Marilyn—this Wolff family could 
start a club of their own, there's so many of 
them.) 


Most interesting catch of the month was 
taken by junior member Larry Skoog. Larry, 
without help, beached an 8 1, -ft. octopus (mea 


sured tip to tip) along the shores of Elliot Bay, 
Seattle. Larry took the catch within 30 yards of 
the spot in which members of the Puget Sound 
Mudsharks and The Beachcombers took a 9 '/,- 
ft. octopus last winter. Apparently this is a 
productive area for the large creatures. The 
spot is also excellent for large ling and cabe- 
zon. 

An_ interesting thrill was experienced by 
Frank Wolff and John Friars two weeks ago, 
when the two entered the water at the upper 
end of swift-running Agate Pass, in the middle 
of an outgoing tide. Diving and rolling like 
porpoises, they shot the rapid run through 
nearly a mile of kelp beds and swirling eddies. 
Frank even managed to take a large Cabezon, 
shooting it on the fly as he swept by. 


Last week 10 members got together for a 
motorboat trip to Blakely Rock, a large jagged 
reef in middle Puget Sound. The rocks are com- 
pletely surrounded by extremely heavy kelp 
beds, and make excellent territory for explora- 
tion and spearfishing. One side of the reef wall 
drops nearly straight down to a 100-ft. depth, 
while the other side stretches out for 100 
yards or more in a series of spurs and hollows 
never dropping below 20 feet. Between this 
location and a stopoff at Alki Point on the 
return trip, some interesting catches were ob- 
tained. A large ratfish was speared by club 
treasurer Chuck Fendrych at the 100-ft. level. 
Also taken were rock cod, cabezon and several 
of the black rockfish, commonly known here as 
sea bass. 


A popular activity at the last meeting was 
the opening of a raffle on a new Italian spring 
gun. The raffle will continue next month with 
the winner's name to be drawn at the close of 
next month's meeting. If this raffle proves to be 
a success (and apparently it already is) future 
raffles will be held on such items as CO2 guns, 
full sets of diving gear, etc. ~™ 
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MARIN UNDERWATER SPORTS CO. 


Announces Another First... . 


THE 





MARINMAN rrocman sutt KIT 


Acclaimed by hundreds as the most comfortable, most practical, and 
most accepted design in use today. This is the wet type foam Neoprene 
suit that is revolutionizing skin diving. Unaffected by salt water, sunlight, 
or oil. Consisting of millions of tiny air cells foam Neoprene is a truly in- 


sulating material. 





SWIM IN COMFORT TODAY WITH A 


MARINMAN ‘“Insulated’’ NEOPRENE 
Suit KIT 


Full Length ® 


Hood ® _ Boots 


COMPLETE KIT — Only $ ? u 50 


SHORTY KIT $19.50 
DISTRIBUTED BY 


MARIN UNDERWATER SPORTS CO. 


1428 FOURTH — SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 
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Israel as a 


Spearfishing Country 


By JUSTUS MEYER, Nahariya, Israel 


Israel is on the map as a_ spearfishing 
country—definitely on the map. First there was 
a small group of spearfishermen in Haifa with 
several years experience, who founded last 
year the “Israel Underwater Fishing and Re- 
search Society’. They are about 10 to 15 
people who were content to go fishing with 
what equipment they chanced to get from 
somewhere through acquaintances and friends 
in other countries or traveling themselves 
(Israel has a currency problem and imported 
goods are hard to get.) 


Then, last summer, there was a young man 
living in Nahariya, a summer resort north of 
Acre on the seashore. He read about spear- 
fishing and started to make his own equip- 
ment. He made it quite good and his friends 
asked him to make something for them, too. 
The thing expanded and so, today, there is 
a small factory for equipment which is mar- 
keted under the trade mark “Dagon’’. (‘‘Dag’ 
is Hebrew for fish and “Dagon” is said to 
have been the name of the ancient Phoenician 
god of the sea.) 


And now, with Israel equipment ready on 
the market, Israel has it like a rash. The sea- 
shore is very good for spearfishing—there is 
no difficulty to catch something. Recently a 
member of the newly founded Nahariya Club 
got a jewfish of 9 kg (near to 20-lbs.) and 
established a record for this club. The biggest 
catch to date is said to be 26 kg by the former 
Italian Consul in Haifa. By the way, lest 
somebody should think all fish are ‘‘jewfish’’ 
in this country, fisheries here have been an 
exclusively Arab occupation up to about 20 
years ago and you usually call the fish with 
arabic names. Quite romantically a jewfish is 
called a “Da'our’; then there are mullets 
called “Boury” and another kind called ‘‘Sul- 
tan Ibrahim’; the shark is called “Kalb il 
Bahr” and so on 


There is no lack of variety and with grow- 
ing experience should bring some record 
catches. Already the club is planning a com- 
petition with other clubs for the autumn. But 
so far there is no question as to the winners: 
the Haifa Club, having more experience, 
should easily get as much as all the others 
together. 
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Spearfishing equipment 











made by ‘‘Dagon'’, 
Nahariya, Israel. Mon- 
ey exchange problems 
made it necessary for 
this young country to 








design and manvufac- 

ture their own under- 

water equipment. Pho- 
to by Eli Bar On. 


A few words about the seashore here: In 
the northern part you have a rocky stretch 
from Acre, the ancient Acco, up to Ras en 
Nakura, with Nahariya as the center of it. 
There you have a lot of easy ground near the 
shore and for more ambitious people farther 
out, a reef. To stay you can have the whole 
range, starting from a tenting ground in a 
small woodland passing a couple of comfor- 
table pensions and hotels in Nahariya up to 
the Dolphin House Hotel of international 
standard. South of Haifa there are a lot of 
fishing spots of which I know as far south as 
Kissarya, the ancient port of Caesarea where 
you find ancient granite columns of Roman 
times in the port area, now scarcely used by a 
few fishing boats. But I am told that in 
Askelon of Philistine fame there is spear- 
fishing ground, too. Of Tel Aviv I am told 
there are some wrecks good to be fished about. 


Fishing time is practically from March to 
October, without rubber suits, not yet locally 
manufactured. With rubber suits there must be 
excellent fishing on quiet winter days. One 
member of the Nahariya Club went the whole 
winter through. He doesn’t need a rubber suit, 
using his own upholstery as sufficient protec- 
tion against the cold. And he had good re- 
sults. The best months though are mid-April 
to mid-June and September-October. In these 
months there blows an easterly wind, much 
dreaded by the general population, because of 
its hot, dry desert characteristics. But this year, 
probably for the first time in history, a lot of 
people prayed for this ‘“Khamsseen’”’. For with 
a Khamsseen blowing the sea is as smooth as 
a billiard table. >» 











HAIM LEVIN and a 21-lb. black grouper. Photo by E 
Bar On, Israel. 





AQUA-LUNG REFILLS 


Complete Line of Skin Diving Equipment 
Lyle A. 


HOSKIN & SON 


2527 WEST COAST HIGHWAY _ -:- 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


NEWPORT, CALIF. 
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By RICHARD CROSBY 


AUGUST WAS A BUSY MONTH FOR DIVERS. 
Aug. 17 spearfisherman Antonio Mirabella was 
diving off Sicily when he was seized by a giant 
octopus which tried to drag him into its cave. 
Tentacles lashed out gripping the diver as he 
squirmed to face a pair of saucer-like eyes, 
then dropping his trident he grabbed his dagger 
cad managed to cut off one of the tentacles 
holding his arm and somehow freed himself to 
make the surface just as the monster shot out its 
irk all over the place. The moral of the story: 
c'ways carry a knife! Aug. 18 the French Min- 
istry of Agriculture announced at Nice that it 
had appointed four underwater game wardens 
to keep tabs on spearfishermen and see to it 
that they have their fishing licenses. 


From Japan came the story this same month 
that a broke and hungry Kameichi Matsumoto, 
53, went line fishing for his supper when a 
b.te brought up a small octopus with a bonus. 
The octopus was clutching tightly to a purse 
which came up with him containing more than 
70900 yen or about $20 in cash. The man ate 
the octopus, turned over the money to the po- 
lice, and if no one claims it he may get to keep 
it all . . . Another Japanese-octopus story was 
cnnounced some time ago when actress Laraine 
Day reported while visiting Japan that french- 
fried octopus tentacle-sticks are sold and eaten 
ct public baseball parks much as popcorn is 
found at U. S. ball parks . . . Mrs. Marie Poland 
Fish, research biological oceanographer of the 
University of Rhode Island’s Narragansett Mar- 
ine Laboratory made August papers with her 
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findings that out of 60 North Atlantic coastal 
fishes only six uttered ‘‘no comment’ while 
others proved that fish have a conversation all 
their own. Whether or not various species need 
UN-type interpreters to make each other under- 
stood was not specified, but seriously though, 
fish do ‘“‘talk’’ to one another. Mrs. Fish says 
they express fright, comment on changes in 
their surroundings, and just make noise. The 
sound production came from air bladders and 
friction of one part of the body against another, 
not vocal cords, of the 27 kinds of fish exam- 
ined. If Hollywood gets hold of this idea, can’t 
you just see an underwater version of the 
“Francis” pictures? 


It was bargain day at the offices of the Mari- 
time Administration in Washington when they 
announced August the 14th that 5 tankers and 
3 cargo ships were sold for salvage for the rid- 
iculous sum of $1500. All vessels are now in 
less than 300 feet of water and were victims 
of World War II submarine action. The highest 
bidder, the American Salvage Company of 
Brooklyn planned to start breaking-up and cut- 
ting operations within a few weeks, presum- 
ably for scrap . . . August 11th came the re- 
port from London that Scottish nobleman Duke 
of Argyll is sending an expedition of divers and 
dredges to uncover the silt and mud of the 
centuries covering the sunken Spanish Galleon 
Duque De Florencia buried at the bottom of 
Tobermory Bay, Scotland. The Galleon is a 
classic in the annals of sunken treasure, having 
rested there for some 366 years and tempted 
many ancestors of the present Duke off whose 
property it lies. Disclaiming any new knowledge 
of the ship now, as possibly supplementing the 
rumors over the centuries, the Duke claims that 
his present attempt should settle many historical 
questions about the ship, not the least of which 
is the unfounded tale that it carried a treasure 
of $8,400,000 in gold which was slated by the 
Spanish to accompany their royalty which was 
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to take over the British throne had the Spanish 
Armada of 1588 been successful in the conquest 
of Britain. 


A mysterious explosion aboard ship settled 
the Galleon and its secrets to the bottom of the 
bay. Many rather unprofessional attempts over 
the years brought up fragments of all kinds; 
one a broach believed to have been that of a 
Spanish princess aboard. Now a modern and 
apparently well organized attempt may bring 
to light the whole story. Depth is about 60 feet. 
Vessel was big enough to carry what might be 
called the Spanish Marines or the equivalent; 
400 foot soldiers to invade England in a 16th 
century version of the Normandie beachhead. 
The months ahead may bring fascinating news 
of what is found . . How’s this for ocean 
travel: an albacore tagged and released off 
Catalina Island was caught 324 days later and 
5000 miles away at a point 500 miles south- 
east of Tokyo by a Japanese commercial fisher- 
man. 


It must be monster season: right after Gene 
Daniels reported in the July SKIN DIVER about 
the one seen by the Sea Lancers of Santa Mon- 
ica, then the film about the one from the Black 
Lagoon, now a second occurance at Canvey Is- 
land, England dated August the 10th and found 
by Rev. Joseph D. Overs while strolling along 
the beach. Four feet long, having staring eyes 
and a large mouth underneath, the English 
creature also had two perfect feet with five 
pink toes each! My thanks to Hugh McLachlan 
of Manhattan Beach, California—one of three 
people that | know read this column—for send- 
ing in the news clipping. 


Remember the Tea Wreck? Following up on 
this item of a few columns ago, | have yet to 
see it myself underwater. Have heard that as 
many as 10 lung divers secretly dove around it 
since it appeared here as a news item. One 
diver got caught in an upsurge of powerful tide 
action, that reportedly rips open the bellies of 
fish that get caught in it, and tore off his Aqua- 
Lung in panic and shot to the surface. The lung 
is still there. So is the wreck and any treasure 
it may contain. Since the item here old timers 
tell me the ship’s name was the Acara, an Eng- 
lish merchantman with a Chinese crew, also 
that it carried a shipment of tea, mats of some 
kind, and a large quantity of block tin. The 
last item made a would-be salvager of every 
spearfishing skin diver that heard of it, not to 
mention that peculiar tale of the lead sink 
worth $10,000. 


Since so many skin divers seem to be very 
interested in salvage | will endeavor to fill in 
on all salvage activity | hear about, unless 
there is editorial or popular objection thet this 
tends to waver beyond the primary purpose of 
this magazine, which is to stick to sport div- 
ing. As for the Tea Wreck, at least | know this 
column is well read and its information ab- 
sorbed and put to use. Now, how about a re- 
port from someone that has seen the wreck 
underwater? . . . The month of August left us 
on the East Coast rather dramatically. That Hur- 
ricane Carol which you may have read about 
sent at least 2000 boats to the bottom. | heard 
that many lung divers ventured to Rhode Island 
to assist in salvage. The blow sank several 
$60,000 sport-fishing craft and scattered such 
equipment as $700 reels used in Tuna tourna- 
ments, plus countless items aboard and on 
shore. 


As another follow-up on a previous Hydro- 
phone item: that Jap pearl-diving fleet is now 
minus at least one vessel which quit diving op- 
erations after finding a rare 25-carat pearl, de- 
scribed as being “‘big as the first joint of a 
man’s thumb”. Joyfully the skipper sailed home, 
forgetting for the moment that lesser industrial 
commodity, the pearl shell his divers went out 
for .. . Here’s an item left over from the Spring 
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of this year: Seeking a fortune of $338,000 in 
gold and silver sunk aboard the steamer Atlan- 
tic in 200 feet of water in Lake Erie, Jack May- 
them, a marine engineer, and Harry Gamble, a 
shipyard operator, joined forces to build a type 
of diving bell to attempt to recover the sunken 
treasure sometime this summer. Maybe our 
readers around Port Dover, Ontario can write 
us what happened. The vessel in question went 
down 102 years ago with a loss of 300 lives 
and the diving bell builders think they know 
where it lies. 


Getting back to the month of August again, 
the well-known diver, Mr. Art McKee who op- 
erates a Museum of Sunken Treasure on Planta- 
tion Key, Florida, took time off to visit his home 
town in Bridgeton, New Jersey and promptly 
found himself underwater looking up the re- 
mains of a local Revolutionary War vessel. 
Without much trouble he located the hulk of the 
Zebra, flagship of Sir Henry Clinton's fleet, sunk 
during a naval engagement along with the 
sloop Vigilant in October, 1778. The ships were 
part of a task force of seven ships that shelled 
and burned the Colonial fort at Fox Burrow and 
burned the town of Chestnut Creek. Mr. McKee 
found the Zebra just where history said it would 
be, and in about 25 feet of water. Iron ship's 
fittings were recovered; a cast iron chock and 
one with two horn-shaped arms used in moor- 
ing. He planned to turn these over to the Smith- 
sonian Institution, like the other items he sold 
them for which he is most famous; these being 
the several silver bars salvaged from a sunken 
treasure galleon lost in 1733 off the Florida 
coast. He was also briefly associated with the 
Link expedition and its very elaborate treasure 
hunting vessel the Sea Diver which was so suc- 
cessful off Key Largo. Mr. McKee wrote and 
offered his expert advice in a magazine article 
not long ago, stating that divers finding scat- 
tered cannon on the bottom especially in trop- 
ical waters should not pick them up without 
carefully marking the spot first so as not to 
lose the location. 


It seems the ancient guns are all that there 
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is to be found nowadays, if they’re found at 
all. Gone are the picturesque poop-decks, the 
towering fore-and-aft structures characteristic of 
the treasure-laden galleons of three and four 
centuries ago. That persistent worm toredo, 
along with other dining partners of his, literally 
eat-away the entire ship as the various metal 
fittings drop off to lie on the bottom. The 
smallest of these may become silted-over or cov- 
ered with sand or coral growth, while such 
more massive items of hardware as cannon can 
usually be seen lying like logs on the bottom. 
To take these away for their own sake is the 
height of foolishness, since they are history's 
last reminder of the ship's location. Once re- 
moved it would be lost forever, along with such 
trinkets as loaded treasure chests, etc., which 
may be uncovered by careful dredging-away in 
the immediate area. So, leave those cannon be, 
boys, says Mr. McKee who is the undisputed 
authority on such things. 


August the 28th brought the announcement 
that two professional divers, Sandy Settle and 
John True, both of California, prepared to look 
for the sunken ‘City Of Chester’ which sank af- 
ter collision with another steamer, the ‘Oceanic’, 
in 1888 off San Francisco. It is supposed to 
carry $30,000,000 in bullion aboard. They be- 
lieve they're hot on its trail because while look- 
ing for another ship, the Rio de Janeiro which 
sank in 1901 with $11,000,000, they instead 
came across a charred piece of wood, which 
under laboratory analysis proved to be teak- 
wood and had been immersed in salt water for 
at least 50 years. Mr. Settle is convinced the 
wood is the best clue as to the immediate pres- 
ence of the sunken ‘City Of Chester’. It was 
found in some 90 feet of water near the Golden 
Gate Bridge. The men filed for a permit to salv- 
age at a spot some three miles west of the 
bridge. 


One place where wrecks lie a-plenty is Ra- 
bau! Harbor, New Guinea, as any man who 
has seen action there in World War II can testi- 
fy. Examining some 200 Japanese ships there 
nowadays are two divers of the Pacific Islands 
Salvage Company. Headed by diver John E. 
Johnstone who has had the experience of rais- 
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ing 500 gold bars during 1940-41 worth nearly 
2,500,000 Australian pounds from a depth of 
438 feet, where lies the Pacific liner ‘Niagar«’ 
after being sunk by a mine 100 miles northea:t 
of Auckland. That undertaking was acclaimed 
as one of the greatest of modern salvage feat:. 
Now, diver Johnstone reported that 40 ships 
are known to be accessible in Rabaul Harbo., 
and 9 off Bougainville Island, in the Solomon» 
group. Until recently, this salvage attempt hc; 
been a closely guarded secret. The dispose! 
rights were bought by the salvage syndicat: 
which include Jap cruisers, destroyers, tran 

ports, merchant ships and barges sunk durin 

the first Allied raid of January, 1943. Som 

grim experiences were had by Johnstone goir 

through the ships that hold thousands of Japc 

nese dead. One item mentioned an aircraft ca 

rier on the bottom with a plane still intact o 

the flight deck as if ready for take-off, survi. 

ing the sinking without being upset. A ship 

propeller was brought up assessed at 30,00 

Australian pounds value. The company propose 
to salvage engines, winches, anchors and ar 

chor chains. The cutting up of the ships ther 

selves for their steel plate will depend upon th 

market price of steel scrap which has droppe 

since the end of the fighting in Korea. 


August 22nd came the news from Geno: 
Italy that the statue of Christ as already repor 
ed in the SKIN DIVER was blessed by Msg 
Antonio Massa, a Roman Catholic priest wh 
was expelled from Red China a year ago. The 
August the 29th brought a spectacle perhay 
never before witnessed by man, that of 60 di) 
ers guiding in place a 75-ton base which we 
lowered to the bottom of San Fruttuoso Bay 
after which the divers all knelt on the bottom 
to pray. This beautiful moment should hav 
been recorded by someone with underwater 
cameras. At this ut th ds knelt o 
shore as the robed figure of Christ, arms ou 
stretched and head lifted disappeared slowly 
under the waves. A thousand pigeons symbo 
izing peace fluttered from cages to mark the 
dedication near Genoa of this undersea memc 
rial to sailors. A beacon will soon rise over the 
spot, cast from remnants of sunken ships do- 
nated by the U. S. Navy. A U. S. military a 
transport already delivered a quantity of bronze 
to be cast into a large plaque. From now on 
only divers will ever see again the eight-foot 
Christ statue, said to be standing in 54 feet of 
water, making it one of the strangest and most 
beautiful spectacles yet conceived. | hope we 
see pictures of the underwater part of this 
ceremony in the SKIN DIVER. . . From the Walt 
Disney studio came word that following in the 
success of his previous true-life adventure series, 
one titled “‘The Undersea Story”’ is now being 
planned, to be released in 1957. >=» 
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Here is the 
AQUA-LUNG 


Invented and used by Capt. Cousteau (author of the 
best seller ‘‘The Silent World’). The ‘Aqua-Lung 
is not an experiment; it has been used for eight 
years without one single casualty traced to a 
mechanical failure. It is standard equipment in the 
French, Canadian, British and U. S. Navies, and the 
Universities of Washington, Wisconsin, Stanford, 
Berkeley, Texas, M.I.T., U.S.C., U.C.L.A., Pomona 
College, Pacific Oceanic Fishery Investigations, Fish 


and Wildlife Service, U. S. Dept. of the Interior, Squale 


Bureau of Reclamation, Scripps Institution of Ocean- 






































ography, fire departments, American Red Cross Navy type, unsurpassed in design and qual- 
shipping companies, harbor commissions, _ life- ity, with short, soft skirt; comfortable fit on 
guards, 20th Century-Fox Film Corp. (as in their the most sensitive faces. Will seal on frog- 
: masterpiece ‘The Frogmen''’), and by thousands of man suit. Widest field of vision, solid stain- 
>t yachtsmen, sports and commercial fishermen less steel rim, shatterproof glass—the best 


insurance against accidents to the eyes. Of 
the seven American and foreign swim type 
face masks tested by the U. S. Naval Under- 
water Motion Picture Dept., U. S. Navy, 
only one, the French ‘‘SQUALE"’ face mask 
was found satisfactory..............---2--e000 $4.95 


ra 


The most momentous invention since the conquest of 

air, the ‘Aqua-Lung’ opens up a new and richer 

world to the pioneers of our generation. You too 

can enjoy the exhilarating experience of neutral 

buoyancy and, like fish, escape the laws of gravity 
. effortless motion in any direction! 





Do not trade your life for a few silver pieces . . 
why take a chance? Dive with the ‘Aqua-Lung’ of 
proved performance. 


All units complete for immediate use. 


JUNIOR ('/. hour — no reserve) $125.00 
STANDARD (1 hour — air reserve) $160.00 
NAVY TYPE (2 tanks plus reserve) $260.00 


Pirelli 


Exclusive distribution of the famous Pirelli 
(Vulcanized) diving suit presently used by 
the Frogmen. .........-....-- With Hood $70.00 


U. S. DIVERS CORPORATION 


1045 BROXTON AVENUE 
ARizona 9-8750 —_—_—__ BRadshaw 2-1596 
WEST LOS ANGELES 24, CALIFORNIA 
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A Visit to the Land of the 
SHINNECOCK and MONTAUK 


By BOB AWTREY 


In July I spent a week on Long Island, 
N.Y., and while the primary object of my 
Stay was to visit relatives, I naturally took my 
spearfishing gear along. While my spearfishing 
was limited, perhaps my experiences will serve 
as a guide for other SKIN DIVER readers 
visiting the island. Or perhaps they will even 
inspire the Long Island Dolphins to prepare a 
complete Baedeker of their area for publishing 
in the SKIN DIVER. 


My first try at spearing was at Montauk 
Point, the extreme eastern tip of the island 
My picture of the spearing conditions there 
was based on a Field & Stream cover of many 
years ago, a pre-war issue I guess. It showed 
a specially-built boat trolling for striped bass 
amongst tremendous boulders over which the 
clear blue-green seas broke in a welter of 
white. On the headland in the background 
stood the old Montauk lighthouse 


On arriving at Montauk, I first cased the 
point from the beach. The big rocks, with the 
swells breaking over them and the giant strip- 
ers presumably lying among them, seemed to 
be on the south side of the point. I say 
“seemed to be’ because only a few rocks be- 
trayed their presence by disturbing the peaceful 





swells rolling over them. However, because of 
the surf crashing on the rocky beach here, I 
entered the water north of the lighthouse and 
started swimming south. The water was de- 
finitely not the clear blue that Field & Stream 
would have me believe; in fact it was distinctly 
murky and the farther south I swam the murk- 
ier it got until finally I could hardly see be- 
yond my spearpoint. Also the water was dis- 
appointingly shallow. 


Working north again I increased my dis- 
tance from the shore to some hundred yards 
which gave me a depth of water of about 12 
feet—not very much, but at last I saw some 
tautog or blackfish. They are a short chunky 
fish which mill about among the rocks feeding 
on crustacea. These were all about three or 
four pounds. I speared one and then headed 
for shore. 


On the beach I met Bob Molyneux of the 
Long Island Dolphins. Montauk Point, he 
assured me, was not all I had imagined it to 
be. However, about a mile on around the 
north side of the point were the Blackfish 
Rocks which, he said, afforded considerably 
better spearing. He also briefed me on the 
Shinnecock Inlet, which was only eight miles 








from where I was staying rather than the 3 
to Montauk. Bob invited me to go diving wit! 
the Dolphins on the weekend, but, as I wa 
vacationing en famille so to speak, and didn 
want to take off for a whole day, I decline 
his kind offer. But I did make three trips t 
the Shinnecock Inlet. 


Shinnecock Bay is a 10-mile long body « 
water on the south side of the island separate 
from the Atlantic by a strand of incomparabl 
white beach. Near the eastern end of the ba 
is the inlet, a cut from bay to ocean some 20 
yards wide lined on both sides by stone jettie: 
the western one of which was still under cor 
struction. The tide swirls through this cut, i 
and out twice a day, and innumerable fishin 
boats troll or drift-fish by which the gull 
wheel and cry above them. Here the water 
a beautiful blue-green, such as seen on Fiel 
& Stream covers, and this day the sun, burnin 
down out of a cloudless summer sky, pri 
mised good visibility beneath the surface. 


My spearing was confined to the east jetty 
The visibility was as good as I had expectec 
15 to 20 feet. I started right in the cut itsel 
and speared a couple of blackfish there. The 
I moved on out to the end of the jetty, whic 
was manned by some dozen fishermen. Son 
were casting directly seaward for blues whil 
others bottomfished on the channel side of th 
jetty for flounder—or fluke, as I believe the 
call them. To keep from interfering I starte 
diving on the east side of the jetty, the sic 
away from the channel, and discovered th: 
this was where most of the blackfish were. T! 
exact spot, in case you intend to go divin 
there, is some rocks on the bottom about 


NEW! ... Waterlite & FOAM NEOPRENE SUITS IN ATTRACTIVE COLORS 





BALBOA SWIM SHIRT 
AND LIDO TRUNKS 


Warmth with full freedom of 

movement . . . Shirt has full side 

zipper and short zipper for head 
entry. 


Shirt . . $29.95 Trunks . . $12.50 
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Light Weight . . . Easy to 
Put On and Take Off... 


These NEW suits by Waterwear incorporate all 
the desirable features wanted in any diving suit. 


4 colors...Sea foam Green, Waterwear Blue, Golden 
Yellow and Ebony. 


Warm... 
Increased strength for longer life. 
Will not deteriorate. 
Corrosion-resistant zippers. 


even in coldest water. 


NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA 





DISTRIBUTED THROUGH: 
U. S. DIVERS CORP. 


1045 Broxton Avenue 
Los Angeles 24, California 








LA JOLLA SUIT 


unsurpassed tor diving comrurt . 
Full leg and waist zippers for easy 
entry. 

Suit complete with hood. . $89.95 
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feet or so south-east of the end of the jetty. 
[he only trouble with this area is that if the 
tide is flooding, as it was every time I was 
there, the set is westward. This washes you 
ight around the end of the jetty where you 
ure sucked up into the channel. You are then 
yorne right through the fishing area of the 
od-and-reelers, through schools of bait, and, 
ncidentally, over large numbers of flounders. 
All these flounders were on the channel side of 
he jetty, either lying on top of the rocks at 
he base of the jetty, swimming just above 
hese rocks, or resting half-hidden in the sand 
ear the rocks. (This sort of spearing is hard 
n your spear point!) The sand here had been 
wept away to a depth of 15 feet; farther out 
n the channel the bottom was a flat expanse 
f sand, 10 feet down and dotted with giant 
orseshoe crabs, the marine version of the 
sxeneral Patton tank. 


The rocks about the jetty were festooned 
ith hung-up bluefish rigs and I remained on 
he best of terms with the fishermen, despite 
y transgressions, by presenting them with 
he bluefish squids, each of which cost 95 cents 
n the local sporting-goods stores. 


My modus operandi soon fell into a regular 
attern. I would enter the water on the east, 
ff-channel side of the jetty and then make a 
eries of dives out in a south-easterly direction 
fter the blackfish. If I didn’t get one by the 
ime I was out in the current, I took another 
ive and let it sweep me on around the jetty 
nd into the channel. On this long, ground- 
overing run I could usually get a shot at a 
juke or pick up a couple of bluefish lures. 
Chen, if I didn’t have a fish, I would take a 
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NO MORE Water filling hoses 


ZALE PARRY present holder of women's free deep 
diving record. Present record 209 ft. 


SAVES AIR because it allows the exchange of snorkle and mouth- 
piece while face is submerged 


NO MORE Panic from losing mouthpiece 


NO MORE Gurgling from water that seeps in around mouthpiece 


few more dives until I did before climbing 
out on the jetty to start the sequence over 
again. 


One of the fishermen told me that the first 
time I dove off the end of the jetty and did 
not appear again in the same immediate area 
the man next to him remarked, “Well, there 
goes another body washed out to sea!” 


Perhaps there are better places to spear on 
Long Island than Shinnecock Inlet but for me 
the inlet was entirely satisfactory. The fish 
aren't big, the blackfish running three or four 
pounds and the fluke reaching two feet in 
length at the largest, but they are numerous. 
I didn’t see any bluefish but I understand they 
run in schools of fairly uniform size—that is, 
one school may consist entirely of two pound- 
ers while another school may have fish in it 
weighing up to 10-lbs. In any case they are an 
open water fish and the chances are pretty 
slim of being out in the channel at the exact 
time one of these schools are entering or 
exiting. The old timers out on the jetty in- 
formed me that the big stripers start appearing 
in the area in the fall so there should be some 
heavy stuff such as we all would like to con- 
nect with. 


While I was on Long Island I read a news- 
paper article about the N.Y. state law _per- 
mitting any township to close its waters to 
spearfishing. As of then no township had 
taken this action. However, the principal ig- 
nominy of the anti-skin diving law is that it 
is part of an act for the preservation of good 
order empowering townships, among other 
things, to disband tumultous assemblies and 


regulate bawdy houses! >= 


P. O. BOX 6541 


Zale says.... 


very highly”. 
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LONG BEACH NEPTUNES 


By HENRY DEL’GIUDICE 


Unhappily we must announce that our be- 
loved president Bob Washbon is running out on 
us. Doc is going to do some post-graduate study 
for the next year or so. A guy like this you 
miss even if he's gone only a little while. 


The L. B. Neptunes, long known for their 
safety record, are instituting a program of 
qualifications for all members: (1) Men divers 
must dive and retrieve at a depth of 25 feet. 
Women at 15 feet. (2) Dive and retrieve a 
body (?) at 10 feet. (3) Administer artificial 
respiration. (4) Swim 150 yards sans flippers 
and mask. For the integrity of the sport this is 
something all clubs should consider. However, 
n instituting such a plan remember to make 

flexible out of consideration to those who, 
because of ear trouble, etc., are limited to 
shallow water diving. They are still a credit to 
the sport, especially if they show good sense 
by realizing their limitations 


Bill Gamzon is back from England and his 
cold water tales will chill you to the bone. 


Now that Stach’s boat is back in the water 
t looks like the L. B. Neptunes will be hitting 
the breakwater at night come lobster season. 


Members have observed rock scallops at a 
number of spots south of Corona del Mar. Let's 
leave ‘em alone until they really get a good 
toe hold. This sort of voluntary conservation is 
the kind of ammunition John Logan can use in 
his fight for sport fishing. ~*= 
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i. SS HOPE-PAGE ENGINEERNG CORP. 


LONG BEACH 15, CALIF. 


“The Hope-Page Non-Return mouthpiece provides a margin of safe- 
ty, convenience and economy | feel is necessary in today’s diving . 
| have used this unit since it was first introduced . . 


| recommend it 


Zale Parry 
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$19.95 


SAFETY-FIRST MOUTHPIECE 


THIS NON-RETURN MOUTHPIECE WORKS WITH ANY TYPE OF BREATHING APPARATUS 
WHICH FURNISHES AIR TO THE MOUTH VIA BREATHING HOSES ON DEMAND FROM SUPPLY 








DISTRIBUTED THROUGH: 


SAFETY WITH 
U. S. DIVERS CORP. 
1045 Broxton Avenue, Los Angeles 24, California EVERY BREATH 


INQUIRIES WELCOME 
JOBBERS AND DEALERS 
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DEALERS and DISTRIBUTORS 


Kerr’s . . . Beverly Hills, California 

Abercrombie & Fitch Company ... New York 17, New York 
Roos Brothers . . . San Francisco, California 

Olympic Wholesale Company ... Los Angeles, California 
Reddish Brothers Hardware Co. . . . Toledo, Ohio 

Lippman’s Sporting Goods Store . . . Detroit, Michigan 
Donaldson’s Department Store . . . Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Midway Marine, Inc. . .. St. Paul, Minnesota 

Fenjohn Underwater Photo & Equipment Co. . . . Ardmore, Pennsylvania 
Underwater Sports, Inc. . . . Miami, Florida 

Von Lengerke & Antoine . . . Chicago 2, Illinois 

Oshman Sporting Goods Co. . . . Houston, Texas 

The Higbee Company . . . Cleveland, Ohio 

Ed. Brendamour, Inc. . . . Cincinnati, Ohio 

Emporium Department Store ... St. Paul, Minnesota 

Aqua Sport Divers . . . East Detroit, Michigan 

Puget Sound Divers Supply .. . Seattle, Washington 

J. L. Hudson Co. . . . Detroit, Michigan 


In addition to the Hydro-Pak sales and service outlets, there are more than 175 Scott 
air-cylinder recharging stations located throughout the United States and Canada. Other 
dealers and distributors are being appointed as rapidly as proper selection can be made. 


Write today for complete, 
fully illustrated literature ! 


SCOTT AVIATION CORP. 


322 ERIE STREET, LANCASTER, NEW YORK 





The world’s fineplf- 








y 


93. 
93. 


lydro-Fak! 


ineplf-contained underwater breathing equipment 


Manufactured by Scott Aviation, makers of over a 

third of a million portable-demand breathing 

units for military and peacetime aviation, industry 
and the fire-fighting service. 

















CALIFORNIA 


THE AQUA FAMILIAS 
OF LONG BEACH 


By DOTTIE FRAZIER 


For several months now our newly formed 
club has been having some enjoyable trips to 


Seventh Beach. We call ourselves the ‘Aqua 
Familias’, which in Spanish means ‘'Water 
Families 


Our club is restricted to married couples with 
children and the only requirement is that both 
mother and daddy must be ‘‘divers’’. While the 
fathers are baby sitting the mothers and wives 
dive and vice-versa. Some of our older children 
are divers and have shown their parents up 
more than once but they also take their turn 
baby-sitting with the younger children 


In our club there are no wives left at home 
while ‘pop’ takes off to go diving and we 
gals give our hubbies the same consideration 
We have two evenings a month to gather so 
cially and discuss our mutual interests (being 
our families and skin-diving) and have beach 
meets as often as twice a week (weather per- 
mitting). There are as many as 15 of our off- 
spring from age 2 to 14, which limits us as to 
where we can safely go diving, but we always 
manage plenty of abs and fish—and have lots 
of fun 


There are no dues to pay, no assessments, no 
election of officers. We're just a big ‘‘water 
family’ who enjoy each others company and 
who are all ‘NUTS’ about skin-diving. =» 


COUNCIL OF DIVING CLUBS 
OF CALIFORNIA 


The legislative program of the Council of 
Diving Clubs was ratified at the August dele- 
gates meeting by unanimous approval of the 
member clubs present, and by mail vote of the 
clubs unable to attend. This program is the 
summation of the recommendations of the mem- 
ber clubs, and is the first joint expression of 
the sportsmen divers of California to protect 
our sport and conserve our undersea wildlife. 


The points to be presented are as follows: 


1. That the Council representatives confer 
with the California Division of Fish and Game 
and present a bill which will require that all 
lobster traps be equipped with holes of the 
proper size and number to allow the escape of 
undersized lobsters, 


2. That a bill be introduced to the effect that 
lobsters can be taken for commercial use and 
sale by means of traps only. 


3. That the appropriate state agency be de- 
termined and charged with the responsibility of 
issuing a license to anyone selling compressed 
air for use in underwater breathing units. That 
a fee be charged for this license sufficient to 
cover the cost of issuance and to cover the cost 
of periodic checks and analysis of the purity of 
the air offered for sale. That a safe limit of 
harmful diluents be determined and that re- 
vocation of the license be the penalty for ex- 
ceeding this amount. 


4. That a Bill be introduced prohibiting the 
sale of Abalone in the State of California. 


5. That legislation be introduced requiring 
mandatory revocation of a commercial or sport 
fishing license upon the second conviction with- 


BILL WALKER, Kelptomaniac, shovel-nose shark, Pal 
Verdes, California. 


in the annual license period for a violation 


the State laws concerning our fisheries. Ths 
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revocation to be effective for a period of ore 


year from the date of the second offense. 


All of the above proposals will be presented 


to the California Wildlife Federation at t 
October 31 meeting by Council Delegates Bar 


da, Dimel and Lockwood. Through its 30 de - 


egates the Federation now represents 556 clu 


o 


and 61,625 individual sportsmen of this state. 
The backing of this group will be of inestimabe 


value in securing the passage of the above 


measures. — Homer J. Lockwood, Legislati 
Director, Council of Diving Clubs of Calif. 








at a considerable saving to them. 





Built: January 1953, by Raeco Engineering — Cost: 
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SPECIFICATIONS 


Complete Air Station 


Will handle up to fifty aqualung bottles a week comfortably. This summer we had to take care of as high as 120 
bottles a week, which involved too much night work. We want to pass it on to some one in a less demanding area, 


$3000, including storage bank and modifications. — Consists of: Worthington 3 stage, 
3000psi, 10 cfm, compressor; U.S. 5 HP, 220 volt electric motor; Three belt drive and pulleys, complete; One Gannon filter; One Gannon Dryer; 
One Bendix filter; Two aftercoolers; Two moisture traps; Two Check Valves; Six valve manifold; Pressure gage (3000 psi) built in manifold; All piping, 
tubing and hoses needed; One Square D motor control box; One Mercoid on-off switch, pressure activated automatic; One automatic or manual un- 
loader; Complete water cooling system; Solenoid automatic safety control for water cooling system; Four 240 cubic foot air storage bottles. 








any time, including Sundays. 


Will sell first come, first serve, for $1,750 cash. 
No trades, no instalments, no ‘‘deals’’. 
Why fool around and take chances when you can take over a going concern? 


JOHN WRIGHT & SONS 








This rig is completely and permanently mounted on a skid frame, weighs about 600 Ibs. and is a neat installation 
from control panel to belt safety guard. The air it produces tests well, showing no hydrocarbons, no carbon mon- 
oxide, and a dew point always lower than 20 degrees fahrenheidt. It is in daily operation and may be inspected at 


BREAKWATER 
SANTA BARBARA, CALIF. 
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KATE MILLER 


COUNCIL DIVER 
OF THE MONTH 
By GENE DANIELS 


This is the “Grand Old Gal of Diving’. 
Kate Miller, the council's Entertainment Di- 
rector. Ninety per- 
cent of the work of 
last year's LUAU 
rested on these cap- 
able shoulders. Kate 
is a live wire, the 
type of which I 
wish there were 
more! It was quite 
a responsibility to 
take on the first big 
skin diving shindig, 
and with no prece- 
dence, she did a 
magnificent job. 

Some of you fel- 
lows who _ think 
that the women are 
all “inner tube div- 
ers or hot rock 
widows” should 
take a look at 
Kate’s record. Twenty years of diving lie be- 
hind this pioneering soul. Yes, she began 
diving back in the “homemade” days, without 
fins or mask, and, with her brother Charlie, 
developed much of her own equipment. 
“American Magazine’ picked her as a most 

nteresting people” feature for its nationwide 
publication. As an active member of the 
Southern California Skin Divers and also the 
Sea Urchins she has greatly advanced organ- 
ized skin diving in the Southland. As always, 
Kate is a “doer, not just a “joiner”. Be- 
sides her post on the Council of Skin Diving 
Clubs, she has held the post of Secretary of 
her own club. 





Her favorite fish is that beautiful October 
to March delicacy, our beloved spiny lobster. 
(She seldom eats them, it’s all sport for her!) 
Her heaviest lobster tipped 161/-lbs. and she 
claims a few larger but with no scales to prove 
it 


Any time you readers are driving up Ven- 
ta way, take a look at the Carpinteria reef. 
there is white foam bubbling over the 
ef, it's not water, it's just that excess en- 
husiasm of Kate’s as she “woman _ handles’’ 
other 10-lb. bug! Her daughter and son, 
an 16, and Ralph 14, often accompany her 
in a lobster foray, although their first lobster 
still in the offing. 


en a a 


Kate has one hobby which no diver would 
er suspect. That of making very feminine 
ecklaces. She is still in the process of making 
e first one. And it will probably take a bit 
ore time. You see, instead of using conven- 
mal materials, our Katie naturally must use 
e beauties of the sea. A necklace from horns 
licately removed from  hand-caught horn 
arks, no less! Her largest so far, well over 


12-lbs.! 
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This is Kate Miller, one of our better Cali- 
rnia Skin Divers, bar none! 


Y.M.C.A. to Promote 
Underwater Safety 
By S. H. TJAARDA 


It was voted and accepted at the 1954 Na- 
tional YMCA Aquatic Conference, that under- 
water swimming programs should receive 
serious consideration as material to be offered 
at an aquatic school, and also become part of 
a swimming instructor's training. Delegations 
present were from New Hampshire, Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, New York, Central Atlantic 
Area, Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia, Sou- 
thern Area, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, North 
Central Area, West Central Area, South West 
Area, Pacific South and North West Area, and 
Canada. 


Also present were guest delegates from the 
Boy Scouts of America, American National 
Red Cross and Recreation Department. 


Conference Chairman of the more than 80 
delegates was Thomas Kirk Cureton, professor 
of physical education at the University of IIli- 
nois. 


After showing the usage of diving - masks, 
snorkel-tubes and  swim-fins, the Toledo 
YMCA Sub-Mariners Club, under the direc- 
tion of Rex Shaw and Stef Tjaarda, demon- 
strated the latest underwater gadgets, as snor- 
kel-equipped masks, spearguns, underwater 
flashlights, depth-gages, floatable knives and 
underwater compasses. This was followed by 
a lecture on diving-lung safety by Rex Shaw. 


Another popular feature at the Conference 
was the practice of underwater target shooting, 
and the demonstration of several types of 
spearguns. Two members of the Toledo YM 
CA Sub-Mariners Club then exchanged diving- 
lungs underwater, and making use of their 


rescue equipment, they showed the audience 
how to ditch the diving-lung in case of an 
emergency. Diving-lungs demonstrated were 
the Aqua-Lung, A-lung, Scott Hydro-Pak, Des- 
co D-unit, and a self-made lung. 


Besides discussing underwater swimming, 
there were also discussions on co-ed swim- 
ming, competitive swimming, fitness and sur- 
vival aquatics. and teaching methods. 


A total of 56 resolutions were made at the 
Conference, and pertaining to skin-diving, they 
were as follows: 


RESOLUTION NO. 23. Be it resolved that 
the Editorial Committee consider the advisa- 
bility of adding materials on water-skiing, and 
skin and lung diving. 


RESOLUTION NO. 51. Be it resolved that 
the Editorial Committee of the National 
YMCA Aquatic Committee study the possibil- 
ity of incorporating a manual of underwater 
swimming with equipment. The manual will 
include material of safety and recreation, and 
will serve to aid the local associations in or- 
ganizing such a program. In line with this 
resolution the committee recommends that Ste- 
phan H. Tjaarda of the YMCA of Greater 
Hartford, Connecticut be contacted regarding 
this material. 


RESOLUTION NO. 52. Be it resolved that 
a standardized underwater swimming program 
be offered at YMCAs where underwater swim- 
ming, and/or the predominant usage of under- 
water swimming equipment is present, with 
the understanding that underwater safety in- 
struction and testing be conducted first. 


The National YMCA Aquatic Committee 
may also set up plans for helping to organize 
local sub-Aquatic clubs. Tjaarda told the 
group at a second meeting that skin diving 
will gain terrific momentum in the coming 
years and the YMCA Aquatic Program should 
be: prepared to meet this growth. 





How to beat the high cost of cold water? 


with a “SUIT YOURSELF” 


RUBBER SUIT KIT 


SUIT YOURSELF’ kits are the original, time tested 
kits and are preferred by experienced divers every- 


165 Full Suit ........... $19.95 
(Including Connecting Ring) 


105A Jumper Only 10.00 
105B Pants only _.. 10.00 


of movement and 





where. 

Check these exclusive features . 

@ Simply designed for 
quick, easy assembly. ONLY 10 SEAMS. Any- 
one can assemble. 

@ Extra tough rubber especially treated to be 
salt water and sun resistant. 

Kits are complete with precut rubber, cement, 

patches, seam roller, extra scrap rubber and de- 

tailed, simple instructions. 

106 “Shorty” _.__.. $13.95 


(Including Connecting Ring) 
106A Jumper only _._ 7.00 


106B Pants only _______. 7.00 





So. Calif. Distributor 
D. L. DAVIS CO. 


3510 Manor St. 
Los Angeles 39, Calif. 


Elsewhere write for our illustrated brochure 


P.O. BOX 7155 


~ SUIT YOURSELF tone seach 7, caur. 
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SKIN DIVER 


ostrica s-1 Has built-in 
snorkel, strong construction 
for deep-water use. $6.95 


“WORLD’S FINEST 
UNDERWATER 
SPORTS 


ostrica Specially E Q U i Pp M E N T 9 


recommended for the 
expert skin diver. $5.75 
(Perla, a lighter 
versi 
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Divers’ Bulletin Board 


RATES: Personali—$1!.00 minimum or 4c per word. 
Commercial—8c per word. Payment must accompany 
copy before deadline date, 10th of month. 


AMAZING quick release 2"’ nylon belts, 12 Ibs. 
of lead discs (6), adjustable, will not slip— 
$£.00. Discs available. Tommy Amerman, 7096 
S. &. Hazel Rd., Portland 6, Oregon. 

SURPLUS Cornelius compressors, $150.00. Con- 
ve ted for Aqua-Lung filling. Pressure up to 
2500 Ibs. Complete, ready to go. 110v 1 hp 
mctor, air filter. For information, T. E. Amerman, 
70696 S. E. Hazel Rd., Portland 6, Oregon. 
ROLLEIFLEX underwater camera cases for rent. 
Larest Rolleimarin by Hans Hass, twenty dollars 
pe’ day. French Ondiphot, ten dollars a day. 
New Sampson Underwater Camera Case with 
lémm Bell & Howell Camera, twenty dollars per 
dey. Dr. Nelson E. Mathison, 3515 East First 
Street, Long Beach, California. Phone Long Beach 
828-51. 

FOR SALE—Famous Standard Aqua-Lung, spare 
tank, filling attachment, lead weight belt, 
$150.00, all near new. John Kabelka, 1418 
Mermaid Avenue, Brooklyn 24, New York. 
“MEDITERRANEAN HUNTER", by Bernard Gorsky, 
a ‘omplete guide to underwater hunting and ex- 
plcration. A European best-seller, with superb 
photographs. Price $2.25, postpaid. Remit to: 
Pe'er F. Hobson, 79 Southbrook Rd., Exeter, Eng- 
lard. 


ABALONE IRONS 
Mcde of Y,"' corrosion resistant aluminum. 
W-ight only 9 ozs. GUARANTEED NOT TO BEND. 
Money back if not satisfied. Mail $2.50 check 
or money order to: Clair Roberts, 649 - 25th 
Street, San Bernardino, California. 








JOIN BAHAMA CRUISE 


Spearfish and explore sunken wrecks in the 
warm crystal clear waters of the Bahamas. Sail 
for three glorious days on 65’ schooner for 
only $50, all expenses. Reduced rates to clubs 
and groups. Mike Burke, 6960 Indian Creek 
Drive. Miami Beach, Fla. 


FOR SALE—Four rubber, standard Reef Rifle, in 
excellent condition, used for two weeks only, 
complete $12.95. Bill Lowrey, Rt. 1, Box 481, 
Alpine, California. 

LUNGERS!! Non-Return Check Valve inserted in 
hose prevents water from entering regulator, 
$1.50 each. D. L. Marsh, 1453 Revere, Hay- 
ward, California. 


SPEARFISHING IN FLORIDA or the Carribean 
this winter? Would like to get together with 
others. H. Foster, Lake Valhalla, Montville, New 
Jersey. 


PATTERNS for full rubber suits with hood, me- 
dium size only, complete instructions, $5.00 P.P. 
No C.O.D.'s. Dept. $, Daniel Manufacturing Co., 
1011 West El Segundo Bivd., Gardena, Calif. 
SELLING—New Automatic 2-hour M.S.A._ re- 
breather, $29.50. Also Barracuda gas gun with 
100 cartridges and Cressi Cernia Sport Spring 
Gun. Ted Huk, Box 313, Monroe, New York. 
AQUA VALVE TEE. No water in regulator! No 
flooding of hoses with mouthpiece removed! 
Saves precious air! Made of durable plastic. 
Compact and economical — only $6.00 each. 
Robert McCurdy, 497 Hermes, Hayward, Calif. 
DESCO Model “‘A”’ (used twice) $75.00. Charles 
Putman, 26271 Huron St., Los Angeles 65, 
Calif. Phone CApitol 1-6907. 

WE HAVE ELEVEN BRAND NEW Standard Aqua- 
Lungs complete as advertised at $138.00 each 
(regular $160.00). We pay postage in New 
England and half postage elsewhere. Send for 
catalog and bargain lists. New England Diving 
Equipment, Box 3C, North Chelmsford, Mass. 


LAST CHANCE FOR WARM DIVING 

Take your spearfishing vacation in our delight- 
ful Indian summer. Special rates until New 
Year’s for attractive housekeeping cottage un- 
der our oaks of $5 a day including use of 
sailboat. Alden yawl charters at share-expense 
rates. Four shallow sunken wrecks. Snapper, 
grouper, redfish, jewfish, octopi, mantas and 
sharks. Write Lt. Col. J. L. Hitchings, U.S.A., 
Ret., Oak Harbor, Southport, Florida. 


HIGH PRESSURE COMPRESSOR — Model 3310 
4 Cyl. -- Stage 3,000 PSI. Like new condition, 
trailer mounted with motor, manifolds, auto- 
matic stop-start pressure switch. W. F. Hardy, 
4780 - Idaho Street, San Diego 16, California. 
Phone ATwater 2-6193. 


Treasure!! $300,000,000,000 in salt water!! 
Treasure . . . 664 Authentic locations . . $10 
complete set of maps. Florida, 42 loc. $1; 
Carib. 52 loc. $2; Keys, 13 loc. $1; Great Lakes, 
71 loc. $2; West. Hemis. 250 loc. $3. South- 
west, 101, $2. Gulf Carib. 135 loc. $3. No 
C.0.D. Sea Things, 233 East 34 St., New York, 
N. Y. 


“Diving Headquarters in Tropical America” 
where quality keeps house & service is more 
than a word. The most complete selection of 
quality equipment for the underwater explorer 
& sportsman in America. You name it, | pay 
postage anywhere. Compare the rest & buy the 
best. My reputation is your guarantee. The Flor- 
ida Frogman, Kendall, Florida, Phone Miami 
Mohawk - 11467. 


Commercial air station for sale, 2500 Lb. Com- 
pressor, 5 HP single phase motor, cooler, Filters, 
and storage tanks. Ready to go. $985.00, Also 
have 3500 Lb. system. W. D. Lewis, 321 So. 
Cliffwood Ave., Los Angeles 49, Calif. EXbrook 
33008. 
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nent accuracy and reliability. 
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FEATURES: 


@ Adjustable kick-bar for ease of loading 
Automatic line release... easy run... 


AQUA-BO 
[] Please enter my order for 


(Check or M.O. enclosed) 


Name 


Address 


AQUA-BO 


NEW ALL AMERICAN SPEAR GUN 


e no snagging 

@ Spear shaft and trigger assembly of stainless steel 

@ Adjustable power for close or exceptionally long range 

—— — Fill in Coupon and Mail Today —— — tT 


To: CANOGA CORPORATION 


5955 Sepulveda Bivd., Van Nuys, California 


[] Please send further information on the 


[] Please send dealer information 


ee Zone State 


Professional engineering design has produced this gun. The Y 


result is a custom product of the finest materials for perma- , 


AQUA-BO 


spear guns @ $39.50 ea., freight collect. | CANOGA 


CORPORATION 


5955 Sepulveda Blvd. 
Van Nuys, California 
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ARE YOU GETTING | 
YOUR MONEY'S 
WORTH? | 


Too many divers spend most of their time 
shivering and shaking on the beach be- 
cause they believe the protection of a 
good rubber suit is a luxury they can't 
afford. They fail to realize that the best 
spearfisherman in the world has little 
opportunity to demonstrate his skill if 
most of his time is spent warming up 
on the beach. Expensive spearguns and 
breathing apparatus are worthless out of 
water. Only by spending more time in 
the water can you hope to get your 
money's worth out of your equipment. 
@ Rubber suits have been expensive be- { 
cause of the comparatively short life of 
the rubber. For this reason, Bel-Aqua 
chemists have been experimenting for 
years with a variety of compounds de- 
signed to give your suit longer life. Real 
economy can only be obtained by ex- 
tending the life of your suit, as the cost 
of high quality material and good work- 
manship cannot be reduced. Longer life | 
spreads the cost of your suit over many 
years 

@ We have always known that the cause 
of rubber deterioration is from exposure 
to sunshine and salt water. Shielded 
from these elements, your suit would last 
many, many times longer. Bel-Aqua is 
proud to announce that, after years of 
research, our chemists have discovered a ) 
substance which gives this protection. We } 
have discovered a compound which, lam- 
inated to our high quality rubber, forms 
@ protective outer coating. 


@ None of the comfort or quality is lost. 
Our new Duraply rubber gives FIVE 
TIMES the life of unprotected rubber be- 
cause the outer layer is not affected by 
sunshine and salt water. } 
@ When you buy a rubber suit, you buy 

service. — A _ Bel-Aqua DURAPLY suit 

now GIVES YOU FIVE TIMES THE SERV- | 
ICE AT NO EXTRA COST. The cost of | 
your suit is spread over years instead of | 
months. ; 


A TIP TO “LUNG” DIVERS 


@ Ear pressures can be equalized while 
you are fully protected by a dry suit 
with a hood. Wear a Bel-Aqua diving | 
hood UNDERNEATH the hood of your } 
rubber suit. The suit will seal and, by | 
blowing air through your nose into your 
mask, air is trapped over your ears and 
pressure is equalized. Works fine — No 
mask leaks — No ear trouble. You can 
even eliminate a “‘squeeze"’ by blowing 
enough air into the suit to relieve the 
pressure. 


Fill in coupon and mail today 





To: Bel-Aqua Water Sports Co. 
Dept. S-104 
3720 West 54th Street 
Los Angeles 43, California 


Please send me your new skin diving 
catalog which includes skin diving safety 
rules. Enclosed is 15c in coin to cover 
the cost of printing and mailing 


Name 
Address 


City Zone State =) 
5 
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WHAT IS THE 
OCEAN FISH 
PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION? 


In the spring of 1950, a few ardent fisher- 
men, realizing that sport fishing in the ocean 
was doomed unless something was done about 
it, organized the Ocean Fish Protective Asso- 
ciation. It was set up as a strictly non-profit 
corporation for the purpose of presenting a 
united front against the many and powerful 
forces that have been depleting our ocean fish 
for so many years. No officer in the O.F.P.A. 
receives any salary. Their sole efforts are to 
provide salt water sportsmen with a chance to 
do something besides gripe about what is 
happening to what they believe to be the finest 
form of recreation our state has to offer. 


The O.F.P.A. is run by fishermen, for fish- 
ermen. Its policies are determined by delegates 
elected from affiliated groups throughout the 
state. These groups are primarily made up of 
Sportsmen's Clubs at the present time, but any 
group interested in conservation is welcome 
and needed in O.F.P.A. Any person not be- 
longing to a club is welcome and needed in 
O.F.P.A. These delegates elect their officers 
each year and they in turn conduct the busi- 


ness of O.F.P.A. 
What Has the O.F.P.A. Accomplished ? 


In one short year the organization has made 
some remarkable progress. The progress is 
listed below: 


1. Their legislative committee has spent 
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FENUOHN 


Underwater Photo and Equip. Co. 
90 Cricket Ave., Ardmore, Penna. 


~~ 


W 


THE HOME OF THE BEST 
in underwater cameras 





Fenjohn 16mm “Bantam” 
Fenjohn #120 & 70mm ‘'Goggler’’ 





Other Top Products 
we are proud to handle 





The new SCOTT HYDRO-PAK — $250.00 
The ROLLEIMARIN — $475.00 
Mares Spears — $16.00 up 
EDCO foam neoprene Shorty — $45.00 





QUALITY IS OUR BEST SALESMAN 





Write for literature 
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considerable time in Sacramento where they 
were able to help in getting the two most im- 
portant bills ever passed in our state for sa! 
water conservation enacted. They were al 

able to make our legislators salt water conser- 
vation conscious. The bills were #868 whic! 
prohibited the use of commercial nets in t 

Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers. The otl 

was bill #188 which prohibits purse seinir g 
in important waters in Orange County. TI 
committee was also instrumental in the defe 
of many bills that were detrimental to ocezn 
fishing. 


= 
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2. Their research committee has work 
out a compromise with the Kelp Cutters tl 
has already brought back good fishing in o 
local waters. They agreed to cut kelp in a’- 
ternate rows, thus leaving plenty for a fi 
haven. They also agreed to set aside certa 
beds for a research program now being cc 
ducted by the Scripps Institution of Ocean »- 
graphy to determine what effect kelp has 
fish life. 


+ 


4 


3. Their research committee has been ab e 
to stop the issuance of permits for oil blastir 
This has been responsible for the developme 
of new methods of blasting that do not k 
fish. 


4. They have been able to organize mz 
thousands of Ocean Sport Fishermen into 
group that has given them their first ray 
hope for the future of ocean fishing. 


What You Can Do to Help 
You may join the O.F.P.A. by contributir g 
$1.00 or any larger amount, to cover yo 
membership for one year. You may get yo 
club or group to join and elect delegates. 
There is no charge for any group to joi 
Above all you may become an O.F.P.A. sales- 


man. 


my 


° 


The only thing that can stop us is our ow: 
intertia. If it is worth $3.00 to purchase < 
license to fish it should be worth at least $1.( 
to help save the fish. One person in every 
seven purchases a fishing license in our state. 
If we can educate him as to what he can « 
to save his natural heritage of ocean fish, o 
job will be easy. 


Be a real Sporsman! Don’t wait for George 
to do it. Join now! 


Ocean Fish: Protective Association, Inc., P.O 
Box 15851 Crenshaw Station, Los Angeles 
California. Skin Divers, write attention Johnny 
Logan. >> 
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| JERRY’S 
Diving Equipment 


1036 Ave. “C"’ Redondo Beach, Calif. 


Lungs from $29.95 to $300.00 
Water Skiis, Paddle Boards 
Underwater Camera & Case $29.95 & up 


LISTEN 


to Coast Guard, fishing Boats and Marine 
Operators!! —- Drown Short Wave Converter 
for all cars $13.95. —Home radios $9.95 


———e—rnrn 
Send 15c¢ for new Catalog. 


OFFICIAL DERBY CHECKING STATION 
OPEN 8 TO 8—7 DAYS A WEEK 
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WATER, WEATHER, FISH 
VARIETY—“PARADISE”’ 
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By CARLOS A. BRITO 


Reading in The SKIN DIVER reports of 
where underwater spearfishing is 
ucticed I had the idea of writing an article 


hout the fastest growing sport here in Brazil. 


Although I haven't dived in any other 


cuntries, I think Brazil is the paradise for 


lerwater fishing for many reasons which I 


ll try to show: Our tropical climate which 
yws skin diving all year round; our big 
st full of bays and islets, and above all the 


bundance and variety of the fishes occuring 


our waters. In the 3rd National Underwater 
-arfishing Championship held at Angra dos 
s last January, my team placed second with 
otal of 1375-lbs. of edible fish. 


‘sually, non-edible fish aren't caught by 
1 divers—turtles, parrot-fish, rays, spade- 
1, angel-fish aren't regarded as good game. 
y the beginners kill them. 


The most common species found in our 
ters are: pompano, amberjack, yellowtail, 
uper, snapper, snook, mackerel, jewfish, 
inder, blue-fish, octopus and spiny lobster. 


Our preferred equipment for small or med- 


1 size fish are the Italian spring guns. For 
> game such as sharks and jew-fish, we use 
Brazilian CO2 gun (nicknamed coca-cola) 
th the spear attached to an iron float. For- 
rly we employed 50 feet of 3/32 stainless 


teel cable, but, after some time we found it 
vas better to use a 10 foot steel cable leader 
nd a strong cotton rope connecting it to the 


it. We decided for the rope because when 
ating jew-fish and we happened not to kill 
: fish with the first shot, it would rush to 
next rock tunnel that always meant a long 
ht before taking it out. Now, when a jew- 
1 Starts rnning to the caves we avoid it by 
ing hard pulls on the rope. Besides, what 
more important, if you get tangled by the 
* you can easily cut it with a knife. 


Che best fishing resorts near Rio de Janeiro 
Cabo Frio, 100 miles northward and 
gra dos Reis, 120 miles southward. Both 


laces have their admirers depending on the 


e of fishing preferred. If you care exclusive- 
for weight, go to Angra. During the sum- 
rtime you can easily catch five or more jew- 


sh in one day. Once I went there with only 


if spears, and after two hours of diving I 
ild no longer fish because, having caught 
ir of those monsters, all my spears were 


rooked, and in need of repair. I prefer Cabo 
‘io for its clear water, great quantity and 


iety of fish. Also, because there we found 
species which, in my opinion, make the 
t prize an underwater hunter may desire, 
black grouper, amberjack, cobia and the 


avpon. These are the hardest fighters I have 


t, and in spite of my six years of spear- 
ing I always feel chills when I see one of 
se fish. >» 





CARLOS A. BRITO 
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Attention Dealers 
LOOK! LOOK! LOOK! 


A completely vulcanized suit made in the 
United States, by a rubber manufacturer 
who is now celebrating his 75th year in 
the rubber business. Listed below are some 
of the important facts about the manufac- 
turing of this suit. 


1. High Elasticity 

2. Improved tear strength 

3. Fullness where needed 

4. Double thickness where needed 

5. All seams vulcanized 

6. Points of stress reinforced 

CHEAPER IN PRICE THAN ANY 

OTHER VULCANIZED SUIT 
ALL DEALERS ARE INVITED 
TO SEND FOR CATALOG. 


FULL DISCOUNTS TO ALL DEALERS 


Wet and Dry Suits with Neck and Waist 
Entries 


Made expressly for Hal-Steck Sales 
By Parker Stearns and Co. 


SOLE DISTRIBUTORS: 


HAL-STECK SALES 
CORP. 


60 Grand Terrace 
Baldwin, New York 
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PORTABLE 
AIR COMPRESSORS 


NEW 
ECONOMY AND 
CONVENIENCE 


Cornelius Portable Air Compressors 
offer skin divers an amazing variety of 
practical advantages never before pro- 
vided. Four models now available—all 
provide light weight, sturdy construction 


and unusually low operating cost. 


Cornelius Air Compressors are powered 
with heavy-duty AC electric motors or 
with 2-cycle air-cooled gasoline engines. 
Pure, clean air at pressures to 3000 PSI 
and capacities to 2 cubic feet per minute. 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG! 

We will gladly send you 
information 

THE CORNELIUS COMPANY 


562 - 39th Avenue N.E. 
Minneapolis 21, Minnesota 


complete 
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PAT QUINN, member of the Long Beach Arbaletes, 
150-Ib. ray, Isthmus, Catalina Island, California. 
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New thrills await you with 


AMERICAN SEASHELLS 


By R. TUCKER ABBOTT 


This beautiful big book, 541 pages plus 
80 pages of color and black and white 
plates, paintings and drawings, covers def- 
initive identifications of some 1500 varieties 
on Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf Coast Shores. 

Don’t miss it! A big $12.50 value. 


order from 


THE SKIN DIVER 
P. O. Box 128-AS 
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Lynwood, California 


CALIFORNIA 


LONG BEACH ARBALETES 
By BEN HAWKINS 


During the month of August a group of five 
club members spent two weeks on the Isthmus 
of Catalina. The fishing was fine on the whole. 
Many large Bull Bass and Sheephead were 
taken. The highlight of the trip, however, was 
the Bat Ray fishing on the other side of the 
Island. Three large Bat Rays were taken by 
Club Vice-President Pat Quinn, now a prospec- 
tive Navy ‘‘Frogman’’. The largest weighing 
150 Ibs. The two other were 100 Ibs. each, one 
of which he landed by himself. A recent trip to 
Laguna produced a 16-lb. Sheepshead taken by 
Bob Henry and a 9-lb. Bull Bass taken by my- 
self. We have a small club house in Belmont 
Shore, and our meetings are every Wednesday 
evening. If you live in the Long Beach area and 
would like to join the club, call 84076 and ask 
for Kurt. He will give you all the details. Will 
send further report to you for next month. = 


AQUA-FILMS 


presents 








Abalone Dinner 
& Underwater Movies 





$1.75 per person 





October 8, 1954 


McCulloch Motors Hall 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
For reservations contact 

JERRY THOMAS 


EPontier 5-1744 
PLIELELLOLLLLLLLLLLLOLOLLLLLLLS 





One Year Subscription — $5.00 


U. S. and Canada welcomed. 





DESCAS 


(Italian Spearfishing Magazine) 


Manuscripts and photographs from the 


PORT 


American Representative: 
GUSTAV DALLA VALLE 


c/o Skin Diver Magazine 
P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, Calif. 





The SKIN DIVER Magazine 


P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, California 








$3.00 — 1 Year 


$4.00 — Foreign (I Year) ; 
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MICHIGAN 


ANN ARBOR AMPHIBIANS 


“DEEP DIVE—137 FEET” 
By RICHARD CALEY 


You call 137 feet a deep dive? 
my warm-blooded harties from Florida and C 
fornia. When the last 90 feet of a dive are 
complished in waters at a temperature of « 
proximately 40 degrees, we feel justified 
calling it a deep dive. 


Don't sc f 


on 


=) 


On August 7 our club held an outing at Hi 3- 


gins Lake, Michigan, which is reputed to be c 
of the most clear and cold of the north 
lakes. The contour map states that this lake | 
a maximum depth of approximately 135 f 
with bottom temperatures ranging from 40 
45 degrees. Our plan of attack was to make 
test dive to 90 feet which would help us dec 
whether or not we should attempt to reach 

135 foot mark. Our attire consisted of sw 
socks, sweat pants and sweat shirts, trimn 


~v 3 ®@ 


ooad 


Qa 


with Aqua-Lung, flippers, mask and Res-Q-P: « 


My three companions, Bob Watkins, Bob Isa 
son and Gerry Schlee and | 
cended to 45 feet where we ran into an 
wall. Gerry gently lowered his flipper below 
45 foot mark and quickly withdrew it wt 
making signs that we should go back for « 
overcoats. After plunging back and forth 

the cold layer we decided by sign language 
make a quick dash to the bottom. The o 


quickly di s- 


oo~x< 


<_oosnr 


compensating factor about diving into cold v.- 


ter such as this is that you hardly notice 
pressure changes—your only thought is to re 
the bottom and return to the warmer surf 
water. Upon reaching 90 feet we found sc 
which gave us a visibility of about 10 feet 
After returning to our camp and thawing 
we decided to make an attempt at the 137 f 
mark the next day. The only addition to 
equipment was an anchor line marked off fr 
100 to 140 feet at 10 foot intervals. After 
fruitless hour of sounding with our anchor 
a deep hole we finally got a reading of 
feet. By that time we had an unexpected at 
ence of well-wishers who gaily voluntee 
their services to cart home our frozen rema 
The first foul up came when | announ 
with an air of disappointment that my t 
was empty. (My companions later claimed 
was with a sigh of relief.) We soon discove 
that in the excitement | had put the regul 


on backwards. Again we rapidly descended + 


45 feet, plunged in and out to acclimate o 
selves to the colder level, and then started 
our way down. An observer would have thou 
we were having a race from the speed 
which we were descending. The visibility 
this time was approximately 10 feet. At ab 
120 feet we ran into another layer that 

even colder, silty and pitch black. Later we 
agreed that only the companionship of e 
other gave us the will power to enter that 

layer. The visibility was about 6 inches. 

could actually feel the temperature dropp 
We never saw the bottom, only felt a slimy, 

ooze. After shaking each other's hands, wi 
was like playing ‘‘blind man’s bluff’’, we st 
ed our ascent. With a pause at 35 feet to ov 
come a case of dizziness, we quickly attai: 
the surface and were pulled into our be 


When we had peeled off our underwater ga 


we shivered our way ashore. Our last effort 
the day was to verify our depth by measur 
our anchor line. Our one conclusion was + 
we all had the desire for making a ‘dé 
dive’’ out of our system. 

The remainder of our outing was devo 
to underwater photography and snorkling. 1 
137 foot depth may be a record for inl 
lakes in Michigan . . . if it isn't this art 
should be a good way of finding out what 
My address is 2613 Ellsworth Rd., Ann Art 
Michigan. > 
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CALIFORNIA 


DOLPHINS 


The DOLPHIN CLUB of Compton, California 
extends its thanks to all in Florida who treated 
us so well. We know now, that hospitality was 
invented in the south. To: Howard & Marcia 
Snyder, Charlie Andrews, Fred, Art & Don Pen- 
de Walter Lohmann, Ed Townsend, Florida 
Skin Divers Association, City of Key West and 
mony others, we offer our sincere thanks. 

To our sponsors who made the trip to the 
Nationals financially possible we extend our 
unending gratitude and appreciation. These or- 
gonizations and individuals who generously 
sponsored the team are: Owen Churchill, W. J. 
Vet Rubber Co., Park Mfg., Bob Ketcham 
(kK B. & S. Sporting Goods), Helms Athletic 
Fo »ndation, Herb Sampson, Terry Lewis, Kelpto- 
mc niacs Underwater Club, Sharks Underwater 
Ac venturers, Mel's Aqua Shop, Woody's Sport- 
n' Goods, U. S. Divers Corp., National Frog- 
men Club, and the thousands of people that 
at ended the Council of Diving Club's Skin 
Di ers Jamboree. 

PAUL HOSS, PAT O'MALLEY AND 
CHUCK BLAKESLEE. >= 





Long Beach 
YMCA First 


Graduation Class 
By AL FISH, Physical Director 


he following men have completed our skin 
diving training program for beginners and 
acd anced courses and have received their grad- 
ua‘ion certificates: 

or senior men: G. Stevenson, D. Griffiths, 
K M. Rogers, K. C. Rogers, C. Hope, B. 
Gensemer, J. Church, D. Phillippi, C. Bennett, 
J. O'Dowd, D. Jaekel, B. Burgess, J. Dyer and 
R. Prince. 

or Junior Boys: L. 


Hetzel, R. Hetzel, D. 


Crow, D. Mac Lagen, R. Quayle, K. Quayle. 
B. Peterson, P. Katz, P. McCune, and D. 
Colburn. 


underwater breathing units 
will be held beginning Monday, October 4th, 
7:30 P.M. at the Long Beach Y.M.C.A. This 
class is free to all members. The classes will 
meet once a week and last for six consecutive 
weeks. Certificates of Completion will be 
given upon graduation. For information con- 
tat Al Fish at Long Beach 727-37. =» 
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RENTALS ® AIR REFILLS | 


70 cu. ft. $1.25 38 cu. ft. $1.00 | 
Open every day 8 A.M. to 10 P.M. 


SEAL’S 


1916 Newport Bivd. Costa Mesa, Calif. 
S ——— -—- = EE 7, 











o 
sit Capt. T. A. Hampton Phone 298 
British Underwater Centre, Dartmouth, 
| types of Devon, England 
»paratus available to members 
Diving Boats from 18° to 35° Diesel Cruiser 
/qua-Lungs — P. 40 AIR AND OXYGEN 
To members — P. 37-7-6d RECHARGLING 
MEMBERSHIP — TRAINING — EXPEDITIONS 
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New Jersey’s 
Complete Selection 
Swimfins —- Masks — Rubber Suits 
Snorkels —- Aqua-Lungs — Guns 
ROBERT KISLIN’S 
Sporting Goods 











710 Main Street Asbury Park, N. J. 
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SO. CALIF. MORAYS 
By BOB BROWN 


Buenos Dias, Senors. 


Our club has returned from a trip to Baja 
California with many stories and pictures of our 
exciting experiences in this paradise of skin 
divers. 


Six of our members, including two new skin 
divers, climbed into the pick-up Friday evening 
and set off for three wonderful days of spear- 
fishing. We ended up spending the night in 
our sleeping bags, lost, somewhere on a back 
road. In the morning we got our bearings, and 
arrived at our destination around ten. By night- 
fall we had 50-lbs. of fish, some of which 
we ate, and the rest we gave to the natives 
Later that evening we built a fire and sat 
around it relating our experiences of the day 
The next morning we were up early to spear 
some fish for breakfast. This day also proved 
successful as our vice-president, Dean Johnson, 
speared the largest catch of the weekend, a 
10-Ib. ling cod, a bat ray and a moray eel. The 
last day was a sad one for all of us, for after 
running our total catch up to 140-lbs, we said 
goodby to our friends from the south and 
headed home 


The total individual catch was won by our 
youngest member, Dave Burbank, with a total 
of 45-Ibs. =» 





DEAN JOHNSON, So-Cal Morays, ten pound ling cod. 
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OREGON SKIN DIVERS 
By RUSS WOLFE 


The election of new officers after one year 
of activity has just been completed. To the out- 
going officers, we offer our most sincere thanks 
for a job well done. The following is the re- 
sults of our election: President, Tom Amerman; 
Vice-President, Len Bannister; Secretary, Russ 
Wolfe; Treasurer, Harold Duarte; Public Rela- 
tions, Frank Chase 


Just recently our organization has turned to 
the family side in that we have had two picnics 
in as many months. The first was such a success 
that another was immediately planned with the 
same results. Everyone brought different dishes 
and buffet style was served. After chow, a dip 
for all members including several wives and 
girl friends was the climax of a full day of 
enjoyment 


Tom Amerman, our new president, has just 
completed a cruise up the coast of Washington 
and into Puget Sound with Dr. Cottrell in his 
cabin cruiser. His photographic proof made us 
all envious. The good Doctor has offered to take 
some members out for some off shore diving in 
the near future. Our photographic expert, Bill 
Holman, has just finished a series of under- 
water shots in full color and black and white. 
The local paper is going to run a cover and 
full article on skin diving and should be of 
much interest to the average layman. Our ac- 
tivities have been curtailed to some extent due 
to continual bad weather during the summer 
months. All told, we have had only one or two 
good week ends during the entire season. You 
Californians don't realize just how fortunate 
you are. = 
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SATNESS 


Frogman Supplies 
6801 W. GRAND AVENUE 
CHICAGO 35, ILLINOIS 


Aqua-Lungs, Hydro-Lungs, Desco Lungs 
All types suits, masks, snorkels, fins, floating 
knives, Flotos, Res-Q-Paks 
Rubber, gas and spring powered spearguns 
Compressors, gas or electric 


Books, clean diving air 
Catalog 25c - refunded on order 
Lung instruction, Safety procedure included 
with Aqua-Lung purchases. 








Easy pay plan : 
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© Davco Suit Kit . 





eS ee ee ae 


ATTENTION — ARBALETE OWNERS!! 


See the new DAVCO SPEAR with detachable stainless steel head 
Complete Spear Shaft — $5.95 


Fits all guns — Champion, Torpedo, Waterless 


HEAD ONLY — $2.95 
Fits any shaft with minor grinding alteration 


Write for Name of Nearest Dealer 


Same Dealer can show you the latest in suits... . 


® EDCO Marina for Women 
© Suit Yourself Kit . . 


D. L. DAVIS CO. 





3510 MANOR ST. 
LOS ANGELES 39, CALIF. 
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MID-WEST AMPHIBIANS 
By FRED M. ROBERTS 


August was another big month for the Am 
phibians. Our membership is still increasing, 
even with the prospect of colder weather 

The lakes, in general, are in the very worst 
possible condition due to pollination or “Dog 
Days’. Reports from the more travel-minded 
members, however, indicate that this condition 
is limited to the southern half of Wisconsin 
Northern lakes are still clear, but very cold 

The club is now using three yellow, eight 
man rubber boats for transportation on the 
water. Bob Hintz, nick named ‘Gustav Dalla 
Hintz'’ because of his rather skimpy swim suit 
rigged a fine motor mount for an outboard. 
Now the whole group, equipment and all, can 
be seen plowing across the water in one of 
three rubber boats, with the lead boat towing 
the rest 

Starting with our September meeting, a 
series of Water Safety films by the Red Cross 
will be shown. These will prelude a senior life 
saving class that starts, for those interested, 
the latter part of September. Senior and instruc 
tor life saving classes are planned for our entire 
winter season 


Diving will not be limited to indoor pools 
however. Our group, at least a few, will be 
going under the ice this winter 


Last winter's diving proved quite valuable 
from the standpoint of knowledge gained. Much 
of our deep diving, even during the summer, 
is in very cold water so a great deal of comfort 
was attained for many by the experiments tried 
by a few during extreme winter conditions 

Spearing rough fish is just beginning to roll 
more about this, however, at a later date. Our 
address is P. O. Box 1524, Milwaukee 1 
Wisconsin. = 


GROUP of Mid-West Amphibians at August 22, Sun- 
day outing. Location was Lake Nagawicka, on the 
island, near Delafield, Wisconsin. 
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It’s 
LIGHT! 


SUPREME 
DIVERS 


MOUTHPIECE 


Patent Pending) 


Light weight for extra comfort 
Oversize bite retained for extra safety 
One-piece scientific construction 

vy Sturdy, light weight rubber 


Built-in non-return clapper valves keeps 
water from entering regulator mechanism 


Neck band holder clasps for added 
safety 
Extra check valves keep tubes clear of 
all impure gases 
Mouthpiece Only — $14.95 
With Bellows Tube — $17.95 
POSTAGE PREPAID 


Choice of 40" or 58°" overall length 





LESS $5.00 TRADE-IN 
For your old mouthpiece 











Supreme Divers 
2036 N. Front St. 
Philadelphia 22, Pennsylvania 





DEALER AND DISTRIBUTOR 
INQUIRIES INVITED 
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MUIRMEN REPORT 
ON FLORIDA 


We have been to Florida for the Natic 
Championships. They were a big success afte 
few minor details were straightened out, 
the best team in the United States deserve 
won the meet. We want to congratulate tt 
the ‘Miami Tritons’’ and also the second 
third place teams the ‘Dolphins’ and the N 
team 

This is not an article to tell you about 
competitions, no doubt some one else will 
that. This is to let every diving club and d 
in the U. S. know what a cordial, hospit 
group the Miami Tritons and their wives 
The Pinder brothers, Fred, Arty and Don, ti 
cousin Charley Andrews and Howard Sny 
did so much to make our stay in Florid 
pleasant one that words cannot express our 
cere appreciation. They couldn't seem to 
enough to see that we were comfortable 
having a good time. Charley Andrews and 
wife put us up for our entire stay in Miami 
Howard Snyder and his wife put up the L 
phins. This meant lots of inconveniences 
them because they both have children, but t 
did it gladly. They also cooked many of 
meals, and had fish frys and evening get 
gethers to help us get acquainted with tt 
and their friends. Art Pinder gave us his 
for the whole time we were there. The wt 
group took us diving every day and they 
everything possible to show us, and acquaint 
with the different conditions of diving in FI 
ida. Without their help we would have be 
lost. As it was, by the day of the meet, 
knew the reefs and conditions that we wo 


encounter. They spent so much time with us t! 


week, that they couldn't have been anyttl 
but a little tired the day of the meet. But a: 
should have been, the Tritons won with fly 
colors and the teams from California made 
much better showing in the meet than we we 
have without the help we had received. 

If all diving clubs were the sportsmen 
Tritons are the sport would be much improv 
Thanks Charley, Arty, Fred, Don and Howc 

We would like to thank Owen Churchill, \ 
Rubber Co., the Stuart Co. and U. S. Divers 
their help in making our trip to Flor 
possible. ; 

JAPPE, HOPS, WILCOX—-THE MUIRMEN 
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LOS ANGELES NEPTUNES 
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By HARRY KEEVER 


The Los Angeles Neptunes have been busy 
summer going to Catalina and as this is 
tten are planning another charter soon 


Jariety was added to our regular monthly 
ting at the Police Academy by having Mr. 
»rge Slocum bring one of his Scott Hydro- 
lungs to the Academy pool where each 
nber was permitted the opportunity of using 
lung. 
Ne had a good turn out at the Skin Diving 
boree and think that the Council did a fine 
Everyone was delighted to see Neptune 
y Lewis at the Jamboree 


Ve are now looking forward to school and 
sters; or schools of lobsters. = 


em 


LIFORNIA 


AVEY JONES RAIDERS, 
IC. 


By GEORGE W. TOOMBS 


ve to the illness of our regular column 
er, Marie DiCarlo, | will attempt to subs 
for her. We all hope she will be feeling 
ter soon. 


he Raiders made their weekly trip to Cata- 
aboard their boat the ‘Raider’ on Labor 
Nothing too big was taken. The largest 
taken was a 10-lb. female Sheepshead by 
writer, one large Yellowtail was sighted 
missed. The club trophy for the month of 
just was taken by Rod Larson who speared 
landed a 95-lb. bat ray at Catalina. A 
club member was accepted at the club 
sting of September 2nd. He is Jack Shafer 


f Bell, who has been an independent diver for 


e time but has realized the advantages of 

onging to an organized active club—wel 

e to the fold, Jack 

veryone is invited to attend the regular meet- 
of the Davey Jones Raiders which are 

i on the first and third Thursdays of each 

ith at 8 P. M. at 4601 Abbott Rd., Lynwood. 


has crossed my mind that a short biog 


iphy of some of the members of this club may 


of some interest to the readers of the SKIN 


/ER. First we have Frank Toombs, probably 


of the first divers in the Toombs family 
nk is a student at the University of California 
Berkeley, having graduated from Fremont 
h School. He had the distinction of playing 
three city championship football teams while 


t Fremont. He was unanimous selection for all 


guard in 1950. Frank is 21 years old, 
nd, six feet tall and has the body beautiful, 
girls don't all rush at once. 
Another of the Toombs is Bob, the ‘old 
n'', the eldest brother. Bob graduated from 
itington Park High School and attended 
ola University for five years where he was 
2 an outstanding football player. He then 
yed six years of professional football in the 
nw defunct Pacific Coast Professional Fooiball 
gue. He played with the Hollywood Rangers, 
Angeles Bulldogs and Hollywood Bears. Bob 
married and the father of two beautiful 
ighters, future members of the Raiders, we 
e. 

have hopes that these little sketches will 
tinue from time to time in this column 
Don't forget that anyone interested in joining 
with an active club which possesses their 
n 36-ft. boat, can contact me at 4601 Ab- 
t Rd., Lynwood, or call LOrain 9-8049 after 
».M. We want more members, both male and 
vale. >=» 
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SEA LANCERS OF 
SANTA MONICA 
By GENE DANIELS 


How to build an underwater camera was the 
principle discussion at our latest meeting. John 
Hall, with the experience of quite a few boxes 
under his belt gave an extremely interesting 
talk with full particulars on just how to take a 
camera underwater and keep it dry. 


Two more divers, Clarence Brown and Joe 
Corsi took the pledge and are now proudly 
carrying a Sea Lance. Welcome aboard, fellows 


The Sea Lancers have been getting good 
takes of Pismo Clams in the deeper waters of 
some of the sandy beaches. This delicacy has 
been overlooked by skin divers for some time 
Out in 25-30-ft. of water they can be quite 
plentiful and better than 50% of those seen are 
legal or better. There is a five-inch minimum 
size with a 10 limit. The season varies accord 
ing to the district. An abalone iron is quite 
useful in popping them out of the sand. They 
are usually found with just the necks protruding 
above the sand. Try grinding them for chow 
der, it's far superior to abalone. One caution 
be careful it's not a sting ray buried in the 
sand! 


George Kelly put his Sea Lance up in mott 
balls for the summer to work on a sportfishing 
boat where the closest thing to a speargun is a 
gaff. | guess some people will do anything! We 
got a letter from Sea Lancer Ned Dobson, cur- 
rently in the Navy at San Diego. Inasmuch as 
he will be missing the lobster season | think 
would be a nice gesture on the part of SKIN 
DIVER readers to send him any extra lobster 
feelers they may collect! >=» 





Just Published! 


SHALLOW WATER DIVING 


, and SPEARFISHING 


By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and Henry Kendall 


A completely new book, with all the very 
latest information about equipment and 
techniques that have been developed in 
the last five years for: 

Helmet Diving—Mask Diving—Self- 
> c ined Diving Equip he 
p~ To Latest Spearfishing 

© Equipment and 
q Techniques. 















] 
na OT) 
\\ xe 7. 
\ In addition to ready made equipment now avail- 


ment you can make. 260 pages, Illustrated. At 
your bookstore or divers’ supply dealer or send 
$4.00 and we will ship it postpaid. 


CORNELL MARITIME PRESS, Cambridge, Maryland 
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N able, there are many practical hints on equip- 


NORTHERN CALIF. SKIN DIVER’S 





HEADQUARTERS 
AQUALUNG SALES @ REFILLS 
Complete Underwater Equipment 
Cc Sa Du Healthy ys 
Knive Marinman Neoprene Suit Kits 


£EEEEE ERE EEE EEE EEE E ECKL ® 


ives, Marin 
NEW! FOAM NEOPRENE SHEETS 
e 1 sq. yd. 5.95 
@ NEOPRENE SEAM TAPE 


5 yd. roll 1.50 


©@ NEOPRENE ADHESIVE 1.00 
Thinner .75 


. — 
Marin Underwater Sports Co. 
1428 4TH ST. @ SAN RAFAEL, CALIF. 
Y2>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>22>2>999>9222999> 


eet ON 


* >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>9>99>99>>> 


SESS sas cc ci ecceciccceccaccaad 


f ESCO \ 


NEW esco Pole Gun 


The underwater gun of experts 
LIST — $17.50 


NEW Esco Depth Gauge 


LIST — $3.00 







DIVING EQUIPMENT 
& SUPPLY COMPANY 





or 
fun below the surface 





DESCO America’s greatest name in SPORTS DIVING presents 


NEW DESCO Underwater Compass 


Radium faced 


NEW DESCO Spear Pistol 


JOBBER AND DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
World's Largest Manufacturers of Diving and Water Sports Equipment 


ESCO 





LIST — $12.50 


LIST — $10.00 


DEPT. S$ 
234 NORTH BROADWAY 
MILWAUKEE 2, WISCONSIN 
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JAPAN ' FLORIDA CALIF 
NIPPON DIVER'S CLUB PENSACOLA FIN DIVERS NO 
By A/1C MILTON SHARES | 
Een By HARRY KENT TRI 
The Nippon Diver's Club is made up of 
members of all the branches of the service Although the summer season is nearing ts 
stationed here in Japan. We also have in our close in Pensacola, the activities of the ‘in The 
membership several pilots from the different air Divers are still in full swing. The most out- precic 
lines working out of Japan. Our numbers are standing recent event has been the finish of «he Divine 
at the 50 mark now and we hope to have Spearfishing Rodeo which began in June. °e We « 
twice that by the time “diving weather’’ comes Rodeo was won by Coman Rothrock wo orcan 
around next year. brought in a number of record fish, amcog dues, 
When weekends roll around and most of us them a 360-lb. Jewfish, a 46%,-lb. Block increc 
in the military have a day and a half off, Grouper, a 14-lb. Red Snapper, a 5¥',-b, he 
you ll find us making for the waters of Sagami Flounder and two Barracuda, one 28-lb., ‘1 m 
Bay, just south west of Tokyo. The weather in other 21-lb. John Ovitt took second place, and Se ita 
Japan is such that we can never really plan a George Moody came in third. The largest sin: le to sto 
trip too far in advance. Typhoons are our main fish speared during the contest was a 460-b them 
menace Jewfish brought in by George Moody. The three th yi 
Spearfishing in Sagami Bay is not as most of winners divided approximately $75 worth of Ne 
the clubs around Florida report their spear- prizes and merchandise orders donated .2y Bil. S 
fishing to be. The fish are small here and we Pensacola business firms. for m 
do not try to catch too many as the fishermen On August 14, 17 members of the Fin Div rs 
in the vicinity must make a living from what and their friends, including Emmett Gowan of " 
they catch. There are some octopus in these True’ magazine, made a spearfishing cru se % 
waters and four nice ones have been taken to for the purpose of gathering material for a 
date. We find fried octopus is really first class story on the club's activities. The party visiied 
eating. Another tasty meal is a type of shell- a sunken freighter in the Gulf of Mexico so je 
fish which the Japanese call ‘“SAZAE’’. Abs nine miles from Pensacola Bay and spent ie 
and bugs are few and far between. We do day spearfishing and taking pictures. The wreck 
find some every now and then though. was found in approximately 86 feet of woter. 
Some of us will be skin diving all year ‘round The fishermen managed to bring back 15 Br 
with the protection of rubber suits. Some brave racuda, 20 Amberjack, five Snapper and e 
souls dove last winter in “long johns’. (No large Grouper. The largest Barracuda s 
thanks, I'll use my rubber suit.) 30-lb., the largest Amberjack was 5-ft. 10 n 
FRAN SKIDMORE, right, with what is believed the A couple of the ‘“‘shutter bugs’ have been and weighed 49-lb., and the largest Snap 
largest underwater catch todate in the Washington doing some experimenting with underwater was 4-ft. and weighed 15-lb. On the way to 
orec, a 110-lb., 5 foot wide skate. Catch was made camera cases of their own design and should the wreck an attempt was made to capture a 
in 15 feet of water and pulled Skid around for several have some good photographs for the SKIN huge turtle, but the skin divers proved to be 
minutes. DIVER in the near future no match for the turtle which repeatedly dived 
We would like to hear from other clubs and and eluded them. Good fishing, crystal clear 7 
will answer all correspondence. Our address is water and a warm and clear day made ‘ne . 
NIPPON DIVERS CLUB, No. 2414 Zushi-Shi, trip a high point of the summer. = has 
Kanagawa-Ken, Japan. >= 
¥ ( = —_— = > 
| 
. . 
Spearfishing at 
wothe. DCA FIRS] Catenion 
eee 
SPECIALLY EQUIPPED CRUISER 
ALL STAINLESS STEEL SIMPLE M A R AY 
FOOLPROOF 
FIRES 32 cal BLANK CARTRIDGE Trips every Sat. & Sun. 
POWER HEAD 7:30 A. M. FARE $6 
Pat. Pend. h 
Fer veservetions P ene — The A 
Pierpoint Landing 
L.B. 70-0408 or NEv. 6-5759 
Reservations held until 7 A.M. 
NOW! Aqua-Lungs rented an 
filled with water-compressed 
air aboard the boat. — 
First with inexpensive POWER HEAD of TREMENDOUS hitting power featuring " 
Automatic ejection of cartridge case. Designed.for the French Arbalet, the Derby entries may be registered 
Jet-Fire power head will soon be available for other types of spearguns. aboard the Maray or at 
ei a FJ 95 Pierpoint Landing. . 
0 RDER TO DAY. ee * Dive in calm, clear water with 
. convenience and safety 
DIVING CORPORATION OF AMERICA FOR CHARTER ANYTINE 
722 S.W. 8th Street Miami, Florida. 20 Passengers — $102.50 
nee J 
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CALIFORNIA 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD 


TRITONS 
By DICK TAYLOR 


The Tritons would like to extend their ap- 
preciation for the fine work the Council of 
Diving Clubs did on the Skin Divers’ Jamboree. 
We also can't understand how such a good 
or-anization can run so well on fifty cents 
dues, and we will support and recommend an 
increase 

he club has had many recent trips to Guay- 
mcs, La Paz, Catalina and our own coast, from 
Sc ita Barbara to Punta Bunda. As we are going 
to start losing divers to the draft, etc., most of 
them hope to clean up on the coming Derby of 
th © year. 

Ve would like to give our congratulations to 

Stokely who just passed his qualifications 
for membership and was voted in. 


pee “> ae 





DON MARTIN, member of the North Hollywood Tritons, 
holds a spotted eagle ray, Guaymas, Mexico. 


MAINE 


COAST OF MAINE 
NEPTUNES 
By DON LAMONT 


The honors go to Randy Kirk for finally put 
ting the Coast of Maine Neptunes on record 
with a good-sized fish. Using a deluxe arba 
lete, he got a 32 pound striped bass. Randy 
was cruising on the surface in about six feet 
of water when the striper came in from an 
angle behind him and swam by in front going 
at moderate speed. As the water was murky 
ind visibility was not much over five feet, he 
barely had time to get his gun up, and fired 
without aiming. Randy thought he had missed 
until the fish came up on the end of the line 
and almost pulled his arm off. He had hit the 
fish rather low in the stomach just forward of 
the ventral fins, and is sure the fish would 
have torn loose had he not pulled himself up 
the line and grabbed the fish around the mid- 
dle with both arms. After putting some 30-odd 
patches on his rubber suit, he vows he won't 
grab another one with his hands. On the same 
day, Larry Estes, another Neptune, bagged a 
15 pound striper. 

We held a inter-club competition to select a 
team for the East Coast Underwater Spearfish- 
ing Championships. This competition was filmed 
and later televised on a sports program, which 
gave our club a great deal of publicity. The 
winners, and our team for the meet, were Ran- 
dy Kirk, Walt Sands and Stan Stedt. The big- 
gest fish was a 40-lb. monk fish shot by Bob 
Foley. Unfortunately, he could not go to Rhode 
Island as a member of the team due to a two- 
week commitment with Uncle Sam in the Na- 
tional Guard. 

A few of us went along on the trek to Rhode 
Island to watch our team, and also do a little 
fishing on our own. All of us were enthused on 
the visibility and the abundance of fish, mainly 
consisting of Tautog. We have a similar fish in 
Maine known as Rock Cunner, but they do not 
reach the size we saw in Rhode Island. Al- 


though our team placed next to last in the, 


competition, we all had a wonderful time. 

Plaudits to a member of the Anthropo-Pisca- 
torial Society of Connecticut for the most tactful 
remark of the year. | had just speared two tau- 
togs of about one pound each. He looked at 
them and said, “You must be a pretty good 
shot to hit fish that size.’ ==» 


CALIFORNIA 


REEF ROGUES 
By JOHN RESECK, JR. 


This article is written by members of the 


Reef Rogues 





specifically John Reseck and 
Dave Molthen. We have a bone to pick wit 
quite a number of divers that we have met 
this summer. It concerns the sarcastic reaction 
we seldom fail to receive when answering a 
question How deep can you go?’ Dave and 
| ave both been down below 80 feet on a 
neasured line re Catalina. We realize that 
many divers over-estimate sir depth, however 
as | previously stated, our dives have been by 


measured line. | § nope we havent 
are bragging. But 
any diver knows how irritating if is fo answer 
truthfully the questions tnat are 
and then be considered to be exaggerating by 


the person who asked the question 





given the impression 


askeaq nim, 


Since our articles in the magazine are very 
few and far between we feel that should be 
a complete rundown on our club. None of our 
members are married as yet, however there are 
some plans for the future. We have eleven 
members, and we represent seven colleges and 
one high school. Most of our members are 
away at school during the winter and so the 
club activities are at a minimum but we make 
the most of our time at home in the summer. 





Reef Rogue, CLIFF MAAS and Yellowtail speared off 
Toyon Bay, Catalina Island. 
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MARES-SPORT FISHING GUNS 


The Most Complete Line of Spear Guns in the World 





— DISTRIBUTED BY — 


FENJOHN UNDERWATER PHOTO & EQUIP. CO. 
90 Cricket Avenue 
Ardmore, Penna. 
HOFFMAN HARDWARE COMPANY 
6625 E. Washington Blvd. 
Los Angeles 54, California 
D. L. DAVIS COMPANY 
3510 Manor Street 
Los Angeles 39, California 
IMPORTED BY: 


LA JOLLA IMPORTS 
8361 Paseo del Ocaso 
LA JOLLA, CALIF. 

















The Finest Material, Construction and Finish 





IMPORTED FROM ITALY 





BESS B LUSSO — $49.95 
COMPETITION GUN 


MARES JUNY LUSSO EXTRA—$34.95 


Tops in the Arbalete field — Precision power, 
automatic release, safety catch, new rubber 
holding clamp (no screws). 
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CALIFORNIA 


MARIN SKIN DIVERS 
By STAN GOLDSMITH 


Returning with big grins from the Central 
California Championships at Pebble Beach Aug. 
15th, were the sixth place winners; Chuck 
Thrall, Dave Thomas and Chuck Michell. Not 
bad for their first try in competition. Even 
Frenchy" Therriault, who only came along to 
give moral support, came home with the prize 
Arbalete. Nice going, fellows 

Charter membership was closed to anyone 
not a paid up member by the Sept. 6th meet- 
ing. Confirmed officers of the club were Jim 
Samuels, president; Bud Arey, vice president; 
Adam Vorlage, sec.-treas.; Stan Goldsmith, pub 
lic relations. A board of directors consisting of 
the above named plus Bob Bruce, Chuck Michell 
and Dave Thomas were elected to make plans 
and schedule meetings for the club subject to 
opproval of the members. The first and third 
Monday of each month was chosen as perman- 
ent regular meeting nights 

Although organized just this year the Marin 
Skin Divers boast 30 active members. Every 
weekend the club is out collecting abalone, and 
giving the fish a taste of things to come. So 
far the effort has been most rewarding. The 
coast north of San Francisco Bay has proven 
to contain many areas of good visibility, lots of 
abalone and fish, and little competition. All 
this in a region that for many years was con- 
sidered second rate for skin diving 

Eight Marin Skin Divers have Aqua-Lungs 
and now have a compressor to fill them. Those 
that have suits are the envy of the others who 
are busily constructing their own of foam 
neoprene. The wet type neoprene suit has 
proven the best for Northern California's rocky 
coasts. Body temperature is easily maintained 
and tears or punctures have no immediate 
effect as the small amount of water quickly 
warms up. Also patching is a matter of apply- 
ing a little adhesive to the tear, pressing to- 
gether and you are back in the water again. =» 


Phone 4541 
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SKIN DIVERS HEADQUARTERS : 


in the Heart of the Florida Keys 


seahorse motel 


Special Summer rates as low as $3.50 a couple with private bath 
Complete line of diving equipment, compressed air, tackle and boats 


Adjacent to 8,000 foot airstrip 
Located on Gulf of Mexico 


Marathon, Florida 


CYPRUS 


CYPRUS SUB-AQUA CLUB 
By W. JACKSON 


A Sub-Aqua Club has been formed in Cyprus 
for British Service personnel and United King- 
dom based civilians stationed on the island. 
The president of the club is Lieut. Colonel K. 
W. Adams, MBE, Royal Army Service Corps and 
the chairman is Major G. M. Anderson, Army 
Catering Corps. | am, of course, its first Hono- 
rary Secretary. 

Cyprus, as you know, enjoys a wonderful 
climate ideal for underwater activities and the 
majority of servicemen indulge in some sort of 
underwater sport (either hunting or exploration). 

The club was formed a month ago by the 
enthusiasts who realized the dangers of uncon- 
trolled and unorganized sub-aqua activities. | 
am given to understand that this is the first 
British Serviceman's club of its kind to be 
formed abroad, and we are, naturally, proud 
of this fact. 

We are already inundated with applications 
to join. In fact, we now have to make two 
classes of membership — Class ‘A’ and ‘B’. 
Class ‘A’ are the tried and proficient swimmers, 
and Class ‘B’ are those not up to the standard 
of Class ‘A’ who are willing to be taught and 
trained. 

At our first general meeting, on the forma- 
tion of the club, | was requested to have it 
made known to other underwater clubs and 
associations that should any of their members 
be visiting Cyprus and care to explore the 
coastal waters during their stay, by writing to 
the Hon. Sec., Cyprus District Sub-Aqua Club, 
c/o HQ RASC, NICOSIA, CYPRUS, the club's 
committee will be only too pleased to forward 
information regarding the most interesting areas 
for underwater hunting, photography and ex- 
ploration. | wonder if it would be at all possi- 
ble, through the medium of your publication, 
to have this made known to the clubs and asso- 
ciations in the USA. >=» 


4 
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Owned and operated by 
Wes and Cal Bartelt 
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CALIFORNIA 


SEA SPOOKS OF 
CHULA VISTA 
By WALTER H. OTTE 


During the months of August and Septemt e 
it isn't hard to find an active club memte 


spearfishing between La Jolla and Punta Bun 
Mexico. 

The club has lost two very good member: 
Connie Horned, our club secretary who has 
turned to college, and Wes Andrews, who 
now on the east coast. Loss of these two o 
standing members is greatly felt by the c 
members. 

At our last meeting it was decided on start 
inter club competition again. We find this i 
very good means in helping to hold the club 
gether and stimulates competition. 

Merrill Millard, Bill Gove, Bob Johnson, Nc 
Bunten, Earl Jenson and yours truly have b 
taking the Senior Red Cross Lifesaving Cou 
We wish to thank Joe Schear, a Red C 
Water Safety Instructor, for the time and ef 
he has put into the program. 

Earl Jenson, Merrill Millard and Bill G 
have been taking the Aqua-Lung | train 
course. They are enthusiastic divers and are 
to learn all they can about the sport. 


See you next month. >=» 





CALIFORNIA 


SHARKS 
By DICK CORMAN 


We held elections recently and Chuck 
lance was selected as our new president. 
platform was more club trips, social funct 
and a trophy for each club meet. All his 
bitions have been met and the club is runr 
smoothly and happily. Lately our catches f 
been small, but you should hear the ro 
robin fish report we have at each meet 


WOW, such big ones have been getting away. 


Roy Young got a 15-lb. white sea bass du 
September off the dunes at Redondo Be 
(yet!) Howard Gilland bagged a 200-lb. 
ray at Catalina plus four abs in one d 
Chuck Vallance tied into a 300-lb. black 
bass at La Jolla, but after an hour of fight 
and three arb shafts later it broke loose 
liesurely swam away. The club is working h 
in hand with one of its fellow members, Hor 


Lockwood, to secure more conservation measure 


in state legislation and within the club itself 

The club wishes to extend an invitation to 
divers, experienced or novice, to attend 
meetings and learn of the swims, meets, t 
and social functions we have to offer. The + 
club meeting is Thursday, October 7, at 
Inglewood Recreation Center located on 
Brea just south of Centinella. Movies taken 
Mel Fisher, a Sharks member, are scheduled 
the coming meeting. Come and join us in 
diving adventures, and until next month, g 
diving. > 





STORE HOURS 


Sat. 7:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
Sundays and Holidays 
7:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. 





12008 So. Vermont 


LOS ANGELES 44, CALIF. 
Phone PLymouth 6-2322 


SO-CAL DIVERS CO. 


UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT — SALES — SERVICE — PURIFIED AIR SUPPLY & RENTALS 
CUSTOM EQUIPMENT TO YOUR DESIGN 


... Check Chis Location... 


STORE HOURS 
Weekdays 
10:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
Monday — 5 - 9 P.M. 
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FLORIDA 


HOLLYWOOD 


FLIPPER CLAPPERS 
By JIM GROUPAH 


One Sunday morning a new club, the Holly- 
od Flipper Clappers, decided to fish as deep 
they could so they started out to fish the 
cge of the Gulfstream in their new cruiser, the 
GALVINIZED’. After towing Bob Steiner about 
2 miles he dropped off and headed for the 
‘tom around 40 feet down, coming up out of 
ath for his gun, he shouted ‘This is it’. And 
vas— ‘Man what a ball’’. 

Within fifteen minutes we had a 30 pound 


egcaé¢ 


soo 


Howksbill turtle and a couple of snopper (Rus- 
sicn for snapper). Soon we had drifted into 
dezper water and Petrof Holland came up with 
a !2 pound Grouper (eating type grouper) and 
Bc» Little threw one in the boat the same size 
ard then Bob Steiner bobbed up and yelled 
M: AT and we converged on a 100 pound Jew- 


. Bob lost an arbalete head in front of the 
es eye and Holland and Worth put two 
ef'ective spears in its tail, then Little arrived 
or the scene and put in the finish shot through 
th head. Then Bob Little got a 14-lb. amber- 
jock and we headed in, satisfied and bailing 
water to keep our new cruiser afloat. = 


— =n 





JIM HOLLAND, BOB LITTLE and BOB STEINER pose 
only for a minute, then start to satisfy their appetites 
with jewfish cakes and turtle soup. 





FOR SALE—COMPRESSORS — Ingersoll-Rand 
heavy duty; air cooled; 3-stage; ver 2000 
P.S.1. for portable or stationary use. Idcal 
for commercial refill station, clubs or indi- 
viduals desiring unlimited diving at lowest 
cost. Price each $250.00 F.O.B. Complete in- 
formation furnished enabling anyone to set 
vp equipment. Also, plans available for 
highly efficient filter and other accessories. 
Reconditioned Wisconsin engines suitable for 
compressor drive. Price on request. Thomas 
J. Doolin, P. O. Box 211, Pryor, Oklahoma. 








CALIFORNIA 
POMONA VALLEY 


SKIN DIVERS CLUB 
By RALPH STALLARD 


This club of ours is growing as we know all 
other diving clubs are growing with the sport. 
New members have joined our group every 
month this year. Due to our perfect safety rec- 
ord the people of the valley are beginning to 
see that to join a club and dive in a group 
which has been taught safe diving is the only 
way to dive. Our thanks to Bob Frazer our safe- 
ty officer. 

The big event in Aug. was our Potluck din- 
ner held at our clubhouse. All members and 
families were there and also a few guests. Lob- 
ster salad, scallops and venison were served 
along with the dishes everyone brought. Of 
course there was plenty of hot coffee and cold 
drinks. After the eats we had a very good 
movie on skin diving and also color slides. This 
was the second potluck dinner for us this year 
and everyone enjoyed themselves very much. 
We hope to have a Barbecue in a local park 
in the near future. 

Two members of our gang just returned from 
a trip to Florida where they had quite a time 
taking many fish in warm clear water. Dick 
McBurney and Bill Baldwin went along the 
coast with Stationwagon and trailer and stop- 
ped anywhere they could get a boat and get to 
the good spots for spearfishing. They reported 
fewer skin divers in Florida than on the West 
Coast and more fish. Sounds pretty good to the 
rest of us. 

Ray Torry, Bill Sportel, Ken Roberts, Jim 
Stites, Chuck Rebert and a few members and 
guests spent two Sundays diving along the 
Breakwater off Long Beach. Scallops, Sheeps- 
head, Bass and Perch were taken. Ray Torry 
with 40-lbs. of fish and limit of Scallops was 
top man for one day, with honors going to 
Ken Roberts for the largest fish. >= 


WISCONSIN 


MILWAUKEE AQUA CLUB 
By EUGENIA J. WALKER 


Here's another name to add to the roster of 
underwater diving organizations! 

The MILWAUKEE AQUA CLUB was formed in 
July of this year. As a result of an election of 
officers, Earl Hammett was elected President; 
Bill Bliss, Vice President; Shirley Venne, Secre- 
tary; and Wally Greis, Treasurer. 

The weekend picnics have been a huge suc- 
cess. We have become one big happy family of 
wives, husbands, children and sweethearts, 
spending a full day, ‘‘snorkeling’’, deep diving, 
or fanning the various lakes with fins and 
masks. Every member has some type of equip- 
ment, one brand of fin, mask, snorkel or an- 
other—and each lung diver ‘‘sports'’ a brand 
of lung he's particularly sold on 

We have been very fortunate, in that through 
the facilities offered by Max Nohl, famous deep 
sea diver, and his associate, George Gross, we 
were given the opportunity to perform during 
the entire week of the WISCONSIN STATE FAIR, 
which boasted some hundreds of thousands of 
people, to acquaint them with the fun they too 
could have using lungs of various types, fins 
masks and snorkels. 


The tank which was made partly of sheet 
steel and partly of plexiglas, became the 
grounds for underwater picnics, where mem- 
bers ate bananas, apples, grapes, celery and 
even french-fried shrimp. The performers proved 
further, that with the aid of an air bubbler, de- 
signed by Max, that you can ‘‘drink air’ or 
breathe underwater for an indefinite time 

The present count in membership is 80 and 
we hope to realize even a larger membership 
after our next meeting. 

Now that we have made our introduction, 
we hope to share our many underwater exper- 
iences with you. >= 





PHONE EXbrook 6-4266 - 9-4464 - 6-8484 


Our 





Artificial Lungs 














The Thrilling Year-Around Sport 





‘‘Water Gill’’ Products , 
2547 Lincoln Blvd. 
Venice, California 


has been 
tested, purified by filter 
less than one millionth 

gram of sorsign 
matter per 100 cu. ft 


Rubber Suits per 
Spear Guns b 
Air Refills atthe 


safety. You 
taste itl 


Bay Area Dealers for DOLPHIN Rubber Suits. 
Charter Service — Skin Diver - Fishing 
Beginners: See Bob Lorenz for advice and expert help. 
Romp with Father Neptune and the Mermaids!! 


EVERYTHING FOR SPEARFISHING 


UNDERWATER SUPPLIES 





Snorkels 
Frog Feet - Masks 
Lecker Space 


ng Quick Repairs 














Visit the fascinating underwater world 

















$$ ___—_—_—— — ee - ——_, 
Again Available 
As invented and 
Popularized by the Spearfishman 
NOW AVAILABLE we 
Extra Large Giant DUCK FEET 
With Medium Large Foot Size 7521 Clay Street 
| Huntington Beach, California 
i otenennaren «$12.95 I 
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CANADA 


VANCOUVER 
SKIN 
DIVERS 


By 
CAMERON 
PORTEOUS 


Due to some very bad weather and cloudy 
water the club activities have been almost at a 
standstill, but on August 29th we got underway 
with our annual Diving Derby, this is the second 
of such Derbys. We also elected new club offi- 
cers with the results as follows: President, Pat 
Maloney; Vice President, Jack Logan; Secretary, 
Cam Porteous; Publicity Director, Jim Willis. 


The club Derby was held at Whycliffe near 
Horseshoe Bay. The water was clear with a vis- 
ibility of 15 feet, the best ever seen in this 
part of the Ocean. All fish were weighed at 
the government scales and gave an eyeful to 
the empty handed anglers on the pier. These 
are the standings: Jack Logan, 17-lbs. Ling 





DERBY DAY — Van- 
couver Skin Divers, left 
to right, back row: 
Jack Logan, Pat Malo- 
ney, Cam Porteous, Jim 
Willis; front, left to 
right: George Gordon 
and Phil Newton. 


Cam Porteous and the 
club president Pat Ma- 
loney exhibit the total 
Derby Day catch. Van- 
couver Skin Divers. 
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Cod; Cam Porteous, 12-lbs. Ling Cod; Jim Willis 
and Pat Maloney, (tied) 9-lbs. Lings. 

At the end of the day a catch of 75-lbs. of 
fish was recorded for the days total catch. This 
is believed to be the largest catch of fish ever 
brought in by a diving club without the use of 
breathing lungs on the Western Coast of Can- 
ada. 


Previous to the derby, a few of us have been 
out diving at Horseshoe Bay with the results 
poor. George Gordon and yours truly have 
made a good dinner out of crabs while Pat and 
Jim took a trip to the southern waters and 
brought back many fine pictures of their trip 
submitted by the club's photographer Jim 
Willis. =» 


CALIFORNIA 


NEWPORT HARBOR 
SUB-MARINERS 


By ALAN WHITE 


August was Luau month for the Sub-Marine 
and what a terrific one we had! Charce 
broiled chicken, juicy spareribs, shrimp, fresh 
corn, pineapples, coconuts, grapes, bananas « 


d 
punch sent us home full of food from the ¢ 92s 
of our fins to the tops of our snorkels. But the ve 
was more than food that made the evening io 


enjoyable. Four Hawaiian girls, natives of Ka 
vai, T.H., put on a swell show of South . 
songs and hula dances. In between the g 
acts, Miles Nesbitt, a friend of Sub-Mariner 
Silzle, gave forth with two really ‘sharp’ S 
oan sword dances. 


The beach itself, thanks to Johnny ‘Sa 
boy’ Smith, was all decked out to look like ce 
of Tahiti's best. Tall palm fronds were stood ip 
parallel with the cliff and also at a right an: ‘le 
to the shore, nicely isolating the festivities fr: m 
the rest of the beach while providing a reali: ic 
background. Burning oil torches gave a mell: w 
lighting effect. The food was prepared aid 
served from the center of a huge square, ;s 
rounded by a table just a couple of feet off 
ground. Around the outside of the table w 
the divers with their families and guests, a g 
hundred and seventy-five all together, squatt 
in true Polynesian fashion. 


o 


o ao 


The Luau, however, was only part of 
memorable Sunday, the 29th of August )f 
equal importance was the Sub-Mariners’ Seco od 
Annual Intra-Club Diving Tournament. A t 
hour competition, it started at about 1:30 t at 
afternoon with approximately eighteen div rs 
entering the cold and clear-in-spots water 
Catches were on the mediocre side, with nc 
ing really good taken. The first prize was or 
the greatest aggregate of fish (nothing un 
10°° was counted) and was won with a seven 
pound catch. The prize consisted of the bea 
ful perpetual trophy donated by Waterw 
Company, together with an underwater w« 
case donated by Herb Sampson. Who won ‘he 
prize? Why, Ronny Merker, of course! Who e'se 
could have won it when Mr. Sea Bass himself 
was competing? A second beautiful trophy was 
given to our vice-president, Bob Tucker, ‘or 
spearing the largest fish, a 33/,-lb. Opaleye. 
During the evening's entertainment, as the tro- 
phies were presented, the Tucker family scored 
again when Bob's son, Dennis, president of the 
Sub-Mariners’ junior club, was awarded one of 
Terry Cox's foam rubber swim shirts. This prize 
was for the best costume. A sparkling new wo- 
men's trophy was won by . . . Well girls, one 
of you is bound to spear something the next 
time. 

The Sub-Mariners extend sincerest thanks to 
Luau Chairman Ted Witmer, President Pat Gor- 
don, and the many others who gave time and 
effort to make our Second Annual Intra-Ciub 
Tournament and Beach Luau the tremendous 
success that it was. >= 





DOLPHIN 


(SKIN DIVING SHOP) MFG’S RUBBER SPEARFISHING SUITS 
SUITS ARE DRY TYPE — FRONT ENTRY — HOOD — MOULDED BOOTS 


DELUX 


PURE GUM 


MANUFACTURING CO. 


$42.50 


AIR REFILLS 


DELUX KELP 


If custom built suit desired—head, chest, waist, hips, crotch to floor, foot in inches, wrist, height, & weight required. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED — If no dealer in your area write for information. 


2 
$ 9642 EAST ARTESIA BOULEVARD 
Ceneeoreeonereeeeerooreoneoeee 
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SKIN DIVER 


Open daily till 8:00 P.M. — Sunday till noon 





Phone TOrrey 6-2185 





BELLFLOWER, CALIFORNIA 
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By JEROLD WHITE 


Here are a few of the highlights of the 
» to Florida. Left Ann Arbor Friday night, 
August 20th, feeling very excited. This was 
ovr first trip to salt water and we were the 
first fresh water team to enter the National 
Sp carfishing Contests. There were three of us 
thit went, Claude Creswell, George Mast and 
m self. We drove straight through to the 
Seihorse Motel in Marathon where we were 
mt by Wes Bartelt. He took pity on us, and 
le us clean up and go to bed before we even 
re istered. It was but a short half hour later 
w found ourselves in the water right outside 
ovr door rather than sleeping. In spite of the 
long drive we just could not sleep 


Che first four days proved to be windy and 
rany, and the water, according to Florida 
standards, was too murky to dive in, but we 
th ught it was quite clear compared to our 
M:chigan lakes. It was on Thursday that we 
relly had our first good day. Wes Bartelt 
aranged a boat trip for us through Matt 
Ferguson of Aqua Products, who also has the 
y air supply in the Keys. Matt went along 
on the trip as a guide and answered our 


usands ot questions per minute per person 
Our destination was Looe Key. On the way 
Matt wanted to know who wanted to 
shoot barracuda reply, 


Getting a favorable 


he had the boat stopped at G Stake where 
there was a school of 50 barracuda, and for 
next half hour we blazed away at the 


iger of the Sea’’ 


We then went on to Looe Key. I have neve 
secn anything so beautiful in all my life, and 
for the rest of the day I forgot that I even had 





GEORGE MAST, Ann Arbor Amphibians, Barracuda, 
lorida. 





JEROLD WHITE and 

Fred Pinder examine 

White's record Snap- 
per. 


a 


a gun and just took pictures. Friday morning 
we got up at 3:00 A.M. and drove to Miami, 
and went out with Fred Pinder of the Miami 
Beach Tritons. Arriving at the dock we were 
confronted with a pile of 4%” spear shafts 
five feet long that looked as if they had been 
run through a pretzel bender, whereupon we 
almost changed our minds. Those fabulous 
Pinders! Our destination today was Pacific 
Reef. When we arrived we couldn't believe it! 
The water was absolutely fantastic! The water 
was a beautiful blue and the clearest we had 
ever seen. Fred started to show us the ropes 
and the first fish I got was a 15-lb. grouper. 
George Mast snagged a couple of nice group- 
ers, and a couple minutes later Jerry Bastian 
of the Sea Otters speared a 43-lb. grouper 
which was the start of a half hour battle. It 
took three spears and a little chipping of 
coral and he finally ended up with the fish in 
the boat. During the battle Fred Pinder yelled 
that there was a world record snapper under- 
neath him and moving out. Claude and myself 
took off after it. After the first half mile of 
chase Claude dropped out after a sting ray. 
George still being wrapped up with grouper 
trouble. It wasn’t long before I found myself 
a long way from the boat, and really pooped 
and finally gave up the chase. After resting a 
couple of minutes I made a wide circle, and 
started back to the boat. Then the big snappet 
caught my eye again so I tried to herd him 
back toward the boat. I was hoping that some- 
one else might get a shot at him as_ he 
wouldn't stop for me. When he finally slid 
under a rock, I took a deep breath and dove, 
took careful aim, and the spear point pierced 
his brain killing him instantly. 
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That night we went to a fish fry given by 
the Miami Beach Tritons. Boy, what a feed! 
Saturday night was another fish fry given by 
the Key West Chamber of Commerce where 
we met all the notables in the sport of skin 
diving. Sunday we went to Key West for the 
championships. Here's where we learned what 
an expert spearfisherman can do! We man- 
aged to nose out the one-man Sea Otter team, 
Jerry Bastian, by one pound. 

At this time we wish to thank the Key 
West Chamber of Commerce, the Florida A. 
A.U., Burton McNeely, F.S.D.A., Ralph Davis, 
I1.U.S.A., the Miami Beach Tritons, in addition 
a personal thanks to the fabulous Pinders, 
Matt Ferguson of Aqua Products, West Bartelt 
of the Seahorse Motel, and all of the wonder- 
ful people we met that gave us, the three 
fresh water amateurs, all the help and advice 


we needed, >= 





ANN ARBOR AMPHIBIANS in Florida. Left to right, 
George Mast, Jerold White and Claude Creswell. 
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® ¢ CO 
40’ DIESEL CRUISER : 


CHARTER ONLY 
20 PASSENGERS 


“Make reservations for Derby now." 


CARL C. DALTON 
NEwmark 1-5433 


(Los Angeles, California) 
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“*Flash”’ 


AT LAST Aqua-Lung repair service in the 
Mid-West. 
® Aqua-Lung regulators cleaned and serviced 
$4.95 plus parts 
® Parts and service for Aqua-Lung (J) and (K) 
valves 
Rubber Suit Kits: 
®@ Swit-Yourself, green onan. long (ankles to 
neck) $19 
® Sea Togs, gum color, al (with hood and 
boots) $29.95 
Underwater Movies: 
“Fin, Mask, and Spear'’ (16mm, silent only), 
400 feet of vivid color taken in the waters of 


the Florida Keys. 
RENTAL—$8.00 per day SALE—$85.00 
rthcoming films 


Write for information on our f 


SPORT DIVER CO. 
1523 W. State St. 
MILWAUKEE 3, WISCONSIN 
leet 
a } 


| 
Virgin Islands 
“The Skin Divers Paradise’ 
DELIGHTFUL CLIMATE ALL YEAR ROUND 








AQUA-LUNGS 
For Sale or for Rent - Refills 


Large stock of 
UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT 
Cressi - Champion - Hurricane 
Pirelli - Squale - Voit - etc. 


at 


‘‘La Belle France”’ 


Cc. & M. Caron Main Street } 


St. Thomas, U. S. Virgin Islands 
X- 7} 
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SKIN DIVERS 


@ TANKS FILLED 
@ CERTIFIED AIR 
@ AQUA-LUNGS 
@ SPEAR GUNS 

@ RUBBER SUITS 
@ MASKS - FINS 


SPORTLAND 


406 So. Lake Ave. 
PASADENA, CALIF. 
Mon, Eves., 9:30 SY 6-6505 
PHILIP LLPLLLLLLLLLOR 
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CALIFORNIA 


SAN FRANCISCO 
DIVING CLUB 


By EDWIN POE 


This report is to announce the formation of 
the San Francisco Bay Diving Club. The club 
represents the formal organization of a group 
which has been diving together for over a 
year. We have 11 members now but expect no 
trouble expanding. 

Our equipment is fairly complete with al- 
most all divers equipped with Aqua-Lungs and 
rubber suits. 

We are anxious to lend our support to the 
Council of Diving Clubs which seems to be 
doing an excellent job of representing sport 
diving 

Any serious sport diver over 21 living in San 
Francisco or on the peninsula is invited to con- 
tact Bill Mixon at 2424 Steiner, San Fran- 
cisco. 

We have found that an American Track Shoe 
spike can be used in place of the standard 
Cressi tip. There is no necessity in rethreading 
the shaft, as the track spike thread is close 
enough to fit without injuring the threads. > 


ILLINOIS 


CHICAGO DIVERS 
AND SKIN DIVERS 


By GEORGE SATNESS 


It's a beautiful day in Chicago and all in 
all it has been a good season for skin diving 
and lunging in this area as you have seen by 
the papers and around the beaches. 

Let's think about the cooler weather ahead 
and the little problems connected with cold 
water skin diving. 

| won't try to evaluate the various suits that 
are on the market, for all have their merits. 
For those who don't, for reasons of their own, 
like rubber or plastic suits, here's a few tips 
for keeping comfortable: A really heavy pair 
of wool ‘long johns’ will do the trick. Wear 
swim trunks over them for obvious reasons. 
Also, for just covering the upper half, a heavy 
wool Navy turtleneck sweater will do nicely, or 
any shaker knit heavy sweater will do. 

| would like to thank all who have written 
me concerning their problems and let me hear 
from those who haven't gotten around to it 
yet. 

Cold water tip: “If you can't snap your 
fingers, it's time to get out.’ >= 
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Aqua-Lungs 
Sales - Rentals - Refills 
“Squale” Masks 
Spearguns - Rubber Suits 


AQUA 
SPORT DIVERS 


16015 E. 8 Mile Rd. 
East Detroit, Mich. 
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CALIFORNIA 


SACRAMENTO SKIN DIVERS 
By DICK HARDIE 


Sunday, August 15, 1954. A memorc 
date in Central California spear fishing history. 
The day of the first Central California Spearfish- 
ing Championships! 


so 


The evening before as our team arrived in 
Pacific Grove we were amazed and deligh‘ed 
to see the ocean flat as a board, clear as crvs- 
tal and no wind blowing. What an impossinly 
perfect combination! 

Sunday morning as we drove along he 
world famous 17 mile drive, the same co: 
tions prevailed. Not even a noticable gro 
swell. Registration of teams and briefing 
competing divers was held at the confere 
room at Del Monte Lodge, Pebble Beach. As 
drove into the parking area, the first fam 
sight to meet our eyes was a black se 
with a huge inflated aircraft tire tube on 
Painted on the tube in large letters was ‘'L 
NEPTUNES’’. 

To the uninitiated, I'll explain that this is .n- 
other way of spelling Ralph N. Davis, organi: =r, 
skin diver, sportsman and personality extrac 
nary. Farther on in the parking area were he 
other familiar sights that have become a + art 
and parcel of the Championship Competitic »s. 
Cars of many ages and types bedecked 1d 
bursting with life rafts, paddle boards, ir er 
tubes, pole spears and all the other neces: iry 
encumbrances of the game. 


° 
n° Sar 


PTSR68 


Here and there were groups of divers ren: w- 
ing and making acquaintances, swapping sto: ies 
and awaiting the arrival of 11:00 A.M. wen 
the contestants were to be briefed on the com- 
petition rules and the diving area disclosed 
This late disclosure of the diving area wor.ed 
nicely as it gave everyone a better than usual 
chance to select a parking space and team c:ea 
on the beach. 

Inside the conference room were Dave Car ip- 
bell of the San Jose Barbs, organizer of 


Central California Underwater Spearfis! ng 
Championships—Ralph Davis, President, |.U.S 
A., the A.A.U. representative and the le 


staff taking registrations. 

After 11:00 A.M. briefing, everyone healed 
for Fan Shell Beach, disclosed as the competi'ion 
area. Many of you have seen photos of s 
area without realizing it. It is a favorite back- 


ground used in pictorial automobile and other 
advertisements. There is a long sweeping beach 
running into a short rocky point which is the 


north end of Fan Shell Beach. In the back- 
ground is a gently rolling golf green rising to 
a cypress topped jutting headland which forms 
the south end of the small Fan Shell Beach. To 
seaward is a series of rocks and subme 1 
reefs loaded with fish. 


The ocean became rather choppy as tme 





EXPERIMENTAL TOOLING 
RUBBER MOLDED PRODUCTS 
TOOLS, DIES AND MOLDS 


INVENTORS — IDEA MEN — DESIGNERS 
What's new in the way of skin diving equip- 
ment? Do you have an idea for a better ty 
of flipper, mask, etc.? If so, let me help y 
with your particular problem. Whether it 
the Development, Manufacturing or the M 
keting of a new or old item, see me. 


PARK MFG., INC. 


2080 LAURA AVE. JEfferson 21 
HUNTINGTON PARK, CALIFORNIA 


— Specializing in Molded Rubber Goods 
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Two white sea bass 
speared at Ship Rock, 
Catalina, Calif., July 
7th, 1954, by Gary 
Huth. 35-lb. and 28-Ib. 
depth of 30 feet. 


advanced due to a fresh on shore breeze. At 
12 noon the starting gun was fired and every 
one charged into the water as if the contest 
lasted four minutes instead of four hours. The 
Sacramento Skin Divers secured the first fish of 
the contest which was waved about on the pole 
spear for all to see. The ten inch greenling sea 
trout was promptly proclaimed as a perch over 
the public address system! Incidentally, our 
team speared the most fish of the contest and 
the last fish too. 

he above mentioned public address system 
was furnished by the gracious management of 
the Del Monte Properties Co., owners of the en- 
tire area which encompasses the 17 mile drive, 
Pebble Beach and its popular golf course and 
Dei Monte Lodge. The noted Pebble Beach 
Road Race is held here 

t costs 50 cents to enter this area (we divers 
got refunds). The money is used to maintain 
roads, beaches, forest fire protection, etc. This 
area was described by Robert Louis Stevenson 
as being “‘the finest meeting place of land and 
woter in existence ’. 
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In Hawaii 


Val’s 


2401 KALAKANA 





ON THE BEACH AT WAIKII 





Complete Diving Gear 
Hawaiian Slings & wooden goggles 


Hawaiian Spears adapted for the Arbalete 
Duck Feet now available 


** Aloha” 
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I'll not attempt here to report the results of 
the competitions as this will be better done else- 
where. Spearfishing seems to be coming of age 
here. The weights and number of fish were a 
surprise to everyone except the winning ‘Sea 
Otters’. These fellows were in a class of their 
own and turned in a wonderful demonstration 
on how it should be done. From what we hear 
they get results like this all the time. 


Another fine performance was turned in by 
members of the Monterey Boat Club who man- 
ned and furnished outboard motor boats for the 
safety patrol. These fellows displayed remark- 
able boat handling ability and were on the job 
every minute despite the fact that the sea had 
become a froth of white caps by the end of the 
Competitions. 


Congratulations to Dave Campbell for a well 
organized and successful contest. We assume it 
will be a yearly event and will all be trying to 
qualify as a member of our club team for next 
year. With this goal in view, spearfishing is due 
for increased activity here. ~= 
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DO IT YOURSELF 





Underwater Camera 


Box Castings 
Waterproofed 
(Impregnated) 

4%43 or 5%43 inside dim. 


Box may be adapted for your own camera— 
Reflex, Miniature or Motion Picture 


chen Lak 


10364 STATE STREET 
LYNWOOD, CALIFORNIA 
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ATTENTION LONG ISLAND 
SKIN DIVERS 


COMPLETE SELECTION 


SWIMFINS -:- MASKS 
GUNS -:- SNORKELS 
RUBBER SUITS 
AQUA LUNG RENTALS 


Sales — Refills $2.50 
Salvage work, Underwater Repairs, etc. 


Harbor Marine & 
Sport Shop 


Northport, L. I. 
Northport 3-2838 














UNDERWATER 
CAMERA CASES 


Custom made of clear 
plastic or metal to fit 
your camera and light meter 


Motion picture or still 
Complete external controls 


Discount to Dealers 


Call Volmer Jensen 


Production Models Shop 
104 E. Providencia Ave. 


Burbank, Calif. THornwall 2-8753 
| SSSR Sha, SE A ern ae GR ea ORES 








SEATTLE SKIN DIVING 
HEADQUARTERS 


Aqua-Lungs & Refills 
Pirelli, Seal & Bel-Aqua Suits 
Masks & Fins & Guns 





PUGET SOUND DIVERS (0. 


2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 





SPEARFISHING 
SUPPLIES 


Arbalete Guns, Masks, 
Snorkle Tubes, Spears, 
Frog Feet, Swim-Fins, 
Bel-Aqua Suits, 
etc. 


woony’s 


Sporting Goods 
127 N. Tamarind, Compton, Calif. 
NE 1-6728 
One Block north of Bank of America 
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Here are the Jantzen Skin Diver Trunks 
that have been tested by 30 experts 


oe At 1 








Skin-Tights — strong 
trunks for free divin 
mum of equipment 


sizes S-M-L 


Tiger Shark — cotton gabardine with 
side zipper, built-in supporter 
square-cut leg, elastic at back — 


snug, comfortable fit all day — six 
>olors sizes 28-3€ $4.95 


The trunks pictured here have been tested by 30 skin diving 
experts from every warm water diving region in the world, 
and they represent skin diving trunks that have been 
designed, tested, redesigned, and retested by pioneering 
leaders in underwater exploring. 

The tough fabric, the camouflage colors, the fit of the 
waist and legs, and the rope tie-on belt were tested — and 
Gntins Ginlahecdedand. aond: approved — by the experts. Many variations for tying on 
ce ae eee eas ee, equipment were suggested — we are now experimenting 
nie po hancanirem enaanommnares with special tie-on pouches of various sizes that can be 
used for everything from exposure meters and cartridges to 
good-sized fish. 

The trunks above—and at the left — will stay comfort- 
able all day, wet and dry—and they'll stay snug, no matter 
how rough the surf. 


Giant Squid — five authentic plaids 
— McPherson, McKinnon, Logan 


Clooney, and McLean — that can 

be worn either side out — one side THE PIONEERS IN SWIMMING 
plaid, one side solid color zZes 

28-36 $5.95 


JANTZEN INC., PORTLAND, OREGON 
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